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The following table lists stakeholder and public meetings held to share information and solicit input on the project. 

Table M-1-1 
List of Stakeholder and Public Meetings 

Through 5/26/21 
Date Organization/ 

Individuals 
Location Estimated 

Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting 

5/1/2013 Community 
Meeting 
Town of Salina and 
Town of Cicero 

Town Hall 
School St. 
Liverpool 

NYSDOT invited to present at a public meeting to provide an update on the 
Project status, including initial concepts under consideration, and to solicit input. 

7/9/2013 Elected officials 
briefing 

LeMoyne College 
1419 Salt Springs Rd. 
Syracuse 

12 Meeting with elected officials whose districts include the Project Area to provide 
an update on the Project status, including the need for the Project and initial 
concepts under consideration, and to solicit input.   

7/23/2013 Community 
meeting 
Town of Owasco 

Owasco Town Hall 
Rt 38A 
Owasco 

15 NYSDOT invited to present at a public meeting to provide an update on the 
Project status, including initial concepts under consideration, and to solicit input. 

9/25/2013 Neighborhood 
meeting - 
Southside and 
Syracuse Housing 
Authority (SHA) 

SHA –  
Toomey Abbott Towers 
1213 Almond St.  
Syracuse 

155 Meeting at a facility operated by Syracuse Housing Authority (SHA) for those 
with limited mobility; NYSDOT provided residents with preliminary information 
about the Project and the upcoming Scoping Meeting. Participants were 
encouraged to attend the Scoping Meeting.  

10/22/2013 Neighborhood 
meeting – 
Northern 
Neighborhoods 

Dr. Weeks Elementary 
School 
710 Hawley Ave. Syracuse 

51 Public meeting provided preliminary information about the Project and the 
upcoming Scoping Meeting. Participants were encouraged to attend the Scoping 
Meeting. A stenographer was present to transcribe oral comments.  

10/23/2013 Neighborhood 
meeting - 
Downtown 

Everson Museum 
401 Harrison St.  
Syracuse 

57 Public meeting provided preliminary information about the Project and the 
upcoming Scoping Meeting. Participants were encouraged to attend the Scoping 
Meeting. A stenographer was present to transcribe oral comments.  

10/24/2013 CenterState CEO CenterState CEO 
115 W. Fayette St. 
Syracuse 

9 Meeting held with representatives to provide them with an update on the Project 
status and solicit input.  

10/29/2013 81' Below Syracuse 
- Jason Sperry

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with Mr. Jason Sperry to listen to and discuss his concept for the 
81' below tunnel.  
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

10/29/2013 Neighborhood 
meeting – Westside 
neighborhood 

Fowler High School 
227 Magnolia St.  
Syracuse 
 

69 Public meeting provided preliminary information about the Project and the 
upcoming Scoping Meeting. Participants were encouraged to attend the Scoping 
Meeting. A stenographer was present to transcribe oral comments. A Spanish-
language interpreter was available. 

10/30/2013  Community 
meeting Eastern 
Suburbs Area 

DeWitt Community Room 
148 Sanders Creek Pkwy.  
East Syracuse 

74 Public meeting provided preliminary information about the Project and the 
upcoming Scoping Meeting. Participants were encouraged to attend the Scoping 
Meeting. A stenographer was present to transcribe oral comments.  

10/30/2013 Save 81 Destiny USA 
9090 Destiny USA Dr. 
Syracuse 

6 Meeting with representatives of Save 81 to provide an update on the Project and 
solicit input.  

11/13/2013 Elected officials 
briefing 

Oncenter 
800 S. State St. 
Syracuse 
 

 NYSDOT met with elected officials to brief them on the upcoming Scoping 
Meeting. 

11/13/2013 Scoping Meeting Oncenter 
800 S. State St. 
Syracuse 
 

433 Scoping meeting was an early opportunity for the public to participate in the 
development and review of the Project purpose and need and to suggest potential 
alternatives for consideration in the Draft EIS, as well as the environmental issues 
to be studied. Meeting consisted of an informal open house and a presentation, 
which was given twice during the meeting; after each presentation, the public was 
provided the opportunity to comment on the scope of the EIS, either orally or in 
writing. Stenographers were present to transcribe the formal presentation and 
verbal public comments, which could be given either publicly or in private. The 
open house portion consisted of informational displays, with Project team 
members and NYSDOT available to provide information about the Project and 
answer questions. Sign language services were provided. Spanish-language 
interpreters were available. In addition, services to provide over-the-phone 
language interpretation upon request were offered during both meetings; 
interpretation services were available in 250 languages. 

11/19/2013 City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse  

9 NYSDOT met with Mayor Stephanie Miner and County Executive Joanne 
Mahoney and their staff to present and discuss the information presented at the 
Scoping Meeting and to solicit input.   
 

12/13/2013 City of Syracuse 
Common Council 

Common Council Office 
City Hall  
233 E. Washington St.  

3 NYSDOT provided a Project status update to Common Council through 
President Robinson, presenting information given at the Scoping Meeting and 
soliciting input.  NYSDOT also requested assistance and sought input on 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

President Van 
Robinson 

Syracuse 
 

effective means and methods, including faith-based outreach, to solicit 
participation in the Project from the Southside environmental justice populations.  

2/3/2014 Southside TNT 
Meeting 

Southside Innovation 
Center 2601 S. Salina St. 
Syracuse 

30 Event sponsored by others. Common Council President Robinson encouraged 
attendees to participate in the Scoping Process. NYSDOT invited to provide 
Project information. 

2/24/2014 Syracuse 
Neighborhood 
Watch Group 

Salem Hyde School  
450 Durston Ave.  
Syracuse 

60 Event sponsored by others. NYSDOT invited to present Project information at 
TNT meeting  

3/6/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project  

3/13/2014 City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

3/20/2014 City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

3/25/2014 City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

4 Conference call regarding the Project with staff including Andrew Maxwell, 
Director of Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency (SOCPA) 

3/27/2014 City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

3/28/2014 Senator 
DeFrancisco staff 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with staff member of Senator DeFrancisco’s office regarding the 
Project status and to solicit input.  

3/30/2014 MPTC DeWitt Community 
Room, 148 Sanders Creek 
Parkway 
East Syracuse 

100 Event sponsored by others. NYSDOT invited to hear concerns about bus rapid 
transit and its interplay with any Project Alternatives.  

4/1/2014 Onondaga County NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with Matt Millea of County Executive’s Office.  

4/2/2014 City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT discussed Project alternatives with representatives of Mayor’s Office 
and County Executive’s Office.  

4/2/2014 I-81 speaker series  Civic Center 
421 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

100 The I-81 speaker series was sponsored by Onondaga County Executive Joanie 
Mahoney, Syracuse Mayor Stephanie Miner, and New York State Department of 
Transportation Commissioner Joan McDonald. Virginia Greiman gave a 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

 presentation on the Central Artery project in Boston, including lessons on risk 
and project management, and responded to questions from the audience.   

4/3/2014 City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 
 

7 Conference call regarding the Project 

4/8/2014 Community and 
Economic 
Development 
Stakeholders’ 
Advisory Group 
(SAWG) 

Project Outreach   Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

37 Presentation and discussion of the potential tunnel alternatives  

4/10/2014  
 

Sustainability 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

29 Presentation and discussion of the potential tunnel alternatives  

4/11/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

4/14/2014  
 

Bob Doucette NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with local developer and co-founder of Rethink81 to discuss the 
Project and solicit Rethink81’s input. 

4/17/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

4/17/2014  
 

SMTC NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 Meeting to discuss the use of the SMTC’s regional traffic model in the Project 

4/23/2014  
 

Centro Centro office 
200 Cortland Ave. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Frank Kobliski, Centro’s director, to keep abreast of the 
agency’s efforts and to coordinate these efforts with the Project. 

4/24/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

5/1/2014  Elected officials 
briefing 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 
 

 NYSDOT met with elected officials to brief them on the upcoming Project 
Update Presentation.  

5/1/2014  
 

Project Update 
Presentation 

Everson Museum 
401 Harrison St. Syracuse 
and  

365 Presentation to the general public at three different times and three different 
locations (two in the Everson Museum, one in the Project’s Outreach Center) on 
the status of the Project, including the range of alternatives under consideration 



   
 

5 
 

Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

and environmental review process. Meeting included an open house, with display 
boards and Project staff on hand to discuss the Project and respond to questions. 
Sign language services were provided. Spanish-language interpreters were 
available.  Written comment forms were accepted. 

5/6/2014  
 

Kathy Murphy, 
Syracuse 20/20 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with Board Member of Syracuse 20/20 to provide a Project 
status, and solicit input.  

5/7/2014-
present 

I-81 Viaduct 
Cooperating 
Agency Meeting 
 

NYSDOT Main Office  
50 Wolf Road 
Albany 
 

 Cooperating agency conference calls are held on the same day of the week every 
month. The conference calls are meant to keep the jurisdictional agencies 
informed of the Project to ensure that they are able to fulfill their responsibility 
for identifying, as early as practicable, any issues of concern regarding a project’s 
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay 
or prevent an agency from granting a permit or other approval. The agencies are 
given a brief update on the Project as well as an opportunity to ask questions and 
express concerns.  

5/8/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

5/8/2014  
 

SMTC NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

10 NYSDOT met with SMTC to discuss traffic modeling.  

5/12/2014  
 

Syracuse 20/20 AXA 2 Tower 
100 Madison St. Syracuse 

30 NYSDOT met with Board of Directors to discuss the Project and solicit input.   

5/13/2014  
 

City of Syracuse 
Common Council 
Pres. Van 
Robinson 

Common Council Office 
City Hall 
233 E. Washington St. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with President Robinson on behalf of the Common Council to 
update them on the status of the Project. Information presented at the Scoping 
Meeting was provided.   

5/13/2014  
 

Onondaga County 
Executive 
Mahoney 

Civic Center 
411 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with County Executive regarding the Project.  

5/13/2014  City of Syracuse 
Mayor Miner 

City Hall 
233 E. Washington St. 
Syracuse 
 

4 NYSDOT met with Mayor regarding the Project.  

5/13/2014  
 

I-81 Speaker Series Civic Center 
411 Montgomery St. 

 The I-81 speaker series was sponsored by Onondaga County Executive Joanie 
Mahoney, Syracuse Mayor Stephanie Miner and New York State Department of 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

Syracuse Transportation Commissioner Joan McDonald. NYSDOT officials discussed the 
Kosciuszko Bridge and Gowanus Expressway projects.  

5/22/2014 City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County  
 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

5/22/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Andrew Maxwell, Director of SOCPA, regarding the Project. 

5/28/2014  Sustainability 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse  

32 Presentation and discussion on the environmental review process, traffic analysis, 
and potential viaduct alternatives 

5/29/2014  City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

5/29/2014  
 

Ed Kappesser NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 Meeting with individual who wanted to share his ideas on a solution to I-81  

5/29/2014  
 

Community and 
Economic 
Development 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse  

39 Presentation and discussion on the environmental review process, traffic analysis, 
and potential viaduct alternatives 

6/4/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

6/4/2014  
 

Community and 
Economic 
Development 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse  

25 Presentation and discussion on potential depressed highway alternatives 

6/5/2014  
 

Destiny USA NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with David Aiken and Bruce Keenan of Pyramid Companies to 
discuss the Project and solicit input   

6/5/2014  
 

Sustainability 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse  

33 Presentation and discussion on potential depressed highway alternatives 

6/6/2014  City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 
 

7 Conference call regarding the Project 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

6/9/2014 MPTC Town of Salina Town Hall 
School St.  
Liverpool 

19 Event sponsored by others. NYSDOT invited to hear concerns regarding the 
Project. Comments provided to MPTC were given to NYSDOT. 

6/10/2014  
 

Syracuse University Syracuse University 
campus 

7 Meeting with SU representatives Eric Persons, Allan Breese, Colleen Bench, 
Burek Kazaz, and Michael Speaks to discuss the Project and solicit input 

6/11/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

6/12/2014 City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

6/13/2014 City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

6/19/2014 City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

6/24/2014  
 

Elected officials 
briefing 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse  

25 NYSDOT met with elected officials to brief them on the upcoming Scoping 
Meeting. 

6/24/2014  
 

Stakeholders’ 
Committee 

Everson Museum  Meeting consisted of a presentation and informal open house providing 
information given in the Draft Scoping Report.  Spanish-language interpreter was 
available. Written comment forms were available. 

6/26/2014  Scoping Meeting  Oncenter 
800 State St. 
Syracuse 

360 Scoping meeting was an opportunity for the public to participate in the 
development and review of the Project purpose and need and to suggest potential 
alternatives for consideration in the Draft EIS, as well as the environmental issues 
to be studied. Meeting consisted of an informal open house and a presentation, 
which was given twice during the meeting; after each presentation, the public was 
provided the opportunity to comment on the scope of the EIS, either orally or in 
writing. Stenographers were present to transcribe the formal presentation and 
verbal public comments, which could be given either publicly or in private. The 
open house portion consisted of informational displays, with Project team 
members and NYSDOT available to provide information about the Project and 
answer questions. Sign language services were provided. Spanish-language 
interpreters were available. In addition, services to provide over-the-phone 
language interpretation upon request were offered during both meetings; 
interpretation services were available in 250 languages. 

6/26/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

7/2/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

7/3/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

7/8/2014  Downtown 
Committee 

CenterState CEO 
115 W. Fayette St. 
Syracuse 
 

20 Meeting with Board of Directors of Downtown Committee to brief them on the 
Project status and to solicit input. 

7/9/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 Meeting with Andrew Maxwell, Director of SOCPA  

7/10/2014  City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 
 

7 Conference call regarding the Project 

7/10/2014  CenterState CEO St. Joseph's Hospital 
301 Prospect Ave. 
Syracuse 

10 Presentation made to the Board of CenterState CEO on the Project status 

7/14/2014  
 

Central New York 
Community 
Foundation 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 Meeting with Jan Lane and Jennifer Owens from CNY Community Foundation 
to discuss Project and solicit input 

7/16/2014  Neighborhood 
meeting - 
Southside 

Southwest Community 
Center 
401 South Ave.  
Syracuse 

30 Public meeting consisted of a presentation and informal open house on the Draft 
Scoping Report. Project team was available to answer questions, and written 
comments were accepted. Spanish-language interpreter was available. 

7/17/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

7/23/2014  
 

Syramada Hotel 
Corporation 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with Tony Mangano, hotel owner and member of Save 81, to 
discuss the Project and solicit input.  

7/23/2014  
 

Syracuse Housing 
Authority (SHA) 

SHA 
516 Burt St. 
Syracuse  

4 Meeting held with Executive Director and Director of Operations to provide an 
update on the Project and solicit input. SHA properties are located in the Project 
Area. 

7/23/2014  
 

Neighborhood 
meeting – 
Downtown 

Museum of Science and 
Technology (MOST) 
500 S. Franklin St. 
Syracuse 

43 Public meeting consisted of a presentation and informal open house on the Draft 
Scoping Report. Project team was available to answer questions, and written 
comments were accepted. Spanish-language interpreter was available. 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

7/24/2014  Neighborhood 
meeting – Eastside 

HW Smith Elementary 
School 
1130 Salt Springs Rd. 
Syracuse 

26 Public meeting consisted of a presentation and informal open house on the Draft 
Scoping Report. Project team was available to answer questions, and written 
comments were accepted. Spanish-language interpreter was available. 

7/24/2014  
 

SUNY ESF Center 
for Community 
Design Research, 
Maren King 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Maren King to discuss her concerns regarding the Project.   

7/24/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

7/25/2014 Arts and Crafts 
Festival - special 
event 
Downtown 
Syracuse at 
Columbus Circle 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse  

 I-81 Outreach Center was open during a portion of this festival located in 
Downtown Syracuse adjacent to the center. Project staff and NYSDOT were on 
hand to discuss the Project and respond to comments. Written comments were 
accepted.  
 

7/29/2014  
 

Neighborhood 
meeting - 
Southside 

SHA - Toomey Abbott 
Towers 
1213 Almond St. 
Syracuse 

105 Public meeting consisted of a presentation and informal open house on the Draft 
Scoping Report. Project team was available to answer questions, and written 
comments were accepted. Spanish-language interpreter was available. 

7/30/2014 Neighborhood 
meeting –Westside 

St. Lucy's Parish Center 
432 Gifford St. 
Syracuse 

41 Public meeting consisted of a presentation and informal open house on the Draft 
Scoping Report. Project team was available to answer questions, and written 
comments were accepted. Spanish-language interpreter was available. 

7/31/2014  Neighborhood 
meeting – 
Northside 

Dr. Weeks Elementary 
School 
710 Hawley Ave. 
Syracuse 

29 Public meeting consisted of a presentation and informal open house on the Draft 
Scoping Report. Project team was available to answer questions, and written 
comments were accepted. Spanish-language interpreter was available. 

7/31/2014  Neighborhood 
meeting – 
Northside 

St. Peter's Parish Center 
301 Ash St. 
Syracuse 

26 Public meeting consisted of a presentation and informal open house on the Draft 
Scoping Report. Project team was available to answer questions, and written 
comments were accepted. Spanish-language interpreter was available. 

8/12/2014  SCSD English 
Language Learners’ 
Class 

Westside Learning Center 
422 Gifford St. 
Syracuse 

 Project staff presented at English-language and citizenship classes to provide 
Project-related information and answer questions of LEP individuals. Comment 
forms were available. 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

8/12/2014 Central New York 
Community 
Foundation 

Bus Tour 40 Bus tour of the Project Area with NYSDOT and Board of the Community 
Foundation. 

8/13/2014  
 

SMTC Teleconference 2 Conference call regarding the Project 

8/14/2014  
 

City of Syracuse 
TNT 

City Hall Commons 
201 E. Washington St. 
Syracuse 

 Project team was available to discuss the Project and respond to questions. 
Written comments were accepted. Spanish-language interpreter was available. 

8/14/2014  City of Syracuse City Hall 
233 E. Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Mayor Miner to discuss the Project and solicit input.  

8/14/2014  
 

Centro Centro 
200 Cortland Ave. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Executive Director of Centro to discuss general 
transportation issues related to the Project.  

8/20/2014  
 

CNY Regional 
Planning and 
Development 
Board 

CNY RPDB office 
126 N. Salina St. Syracuse 

6 NYSDOT met with Board members to provide them with an overview of the 
Project to date and solicit input.  

8/21/2014  
 

Senator John 
DeFrancisco 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with Senator to discuss the Project and solicit input.  

8/26/2014  
 

Northside CYO - 
Citizenship Class 

Northside CYO 
527 N. Salina St. 
Syracuse 

 Project staff presented at English-language and citizenship classes to provide 
Project-related information and answer questions of LEP individuals. Comment 
forms were available. 

8/28/2014  SMTC Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

10 NYSDOT met with representatives of SMTC to discuss the Project and solicit 
input. 

9/22/2014  Community and 
Economic 
Development 
SAWG   

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

29 Presentation and discussion on cultural resources and the Section 106 process  

9/23/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

7 NYSDOT met with representatives of the City and County.  
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

9/23/2014  Sustainability 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

30 Presentation and discussion on cultural resources and the Section 106 process  

9/24/2014 I-81 Speaker Series Civic Center 
421 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

 The I-81 speaker series was sponsored by Onondaga County Executive Joanie 
Mahoney, Syracuse Mayor Stephanie Miner, and New York State Department of 
Transportation Commissioner Joan McDonald. Presentation by urban planner 
Peter Park on the role of transportation in achieving local visions for the future 
of the city.   

9/25/2014  ReThink 81 Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

8 NYSDOT met with this group to discuss use of I-481, boulevard concepts, and 
design plans the group had prepared.  

10/6/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with Andrew Maxwell, Director of SOCPA. 

10/8/2014  
 

Onondaga Nation 
briefing 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT met with representatives of the Onondaga Nation.  

10/20/2014  
 

81' Below Syracuse 
- Jason Sperry 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Mr. Jason Sperry in a follow-up meeting to discuss his 
concept for the 81' below tunnel, which he had refined. 

10/28/2014  Sustainability 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

20 Presentation and discussion on sustainability.  

10/29/2014  Community and 
Economic 
Development 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

 Presentation and discussion on sustainability.  

10/29/2014  
 

SMTC NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

6 NYSDOT met with SMTC to discuss traffic modeling protocol. 

10/29/2014  
 

City of Syracuse Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

11/15/2014 Centro NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Centro Director regarding transit operations in downtown 
Syracuse  
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

11/19/2014  Presentation to 
Syracuse University 
class 

Syracuse University 30 Project Director was guest lecturer at Local Government class.  

11/19/2014  Community and 
Economic 
Development 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

24 Presentation and discussion on urban design  

11/20/2014  
 

Sustainability 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

26 Presentation and discussion on urban design  

11/25/2014  
 

CenterState CEO 
Northside UP - 
Jonathan Link 
Logan 

Teleconference 2 NYSDOT coordinated with CenterState CEO to set up a meeting with St. 
Joseph’s Hospital.  

12/3/2014  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

12/3/2014  
 

Senator Dave 
Valesky 

Sen. Valesky's district 
office 
333 E. Washington St. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with the Senator to discuss the Access Syracuse Plan.  

12/3/2014  Assemblyman Al 
Stirpe 

Assemblyman Stirpe's 
district office 
7293 Buckley Rd #201 
North Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with the Assemblyman to discuss the Access Syracuse Plan. 

12/3/2014  
 

Assemblyman Sam 
Roberts 

Assemblyman Roberts' 
district office 
333 E. Washington St.  
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with the Assemblyman to discuss the Access Syracuse Plan. 

12/4/2014 Bus Tour with 
CNY Foundation 

Tour of Project Area 20 NYSDOT participated in a bus tour of Project Area with members of the CNY 
Community Foundation. 

12/4/2014  
 

Joint SAWGs 
urban design 
walking tour 

Project Area sites 26 NYSDOT led SAWG members on an optional walking tour of the Project Area 
to observe field conditions, with the goal of obtaining a more thorough, first-
hand comprehension of the Project’s urban design infrastructure and setting. The 
group walked beneath and around the Project Area, with stops at Forman Park, 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

the Harrison/Adams/Almond Street intersections below the viaduct, Pioneer 
Homes, McBride/Erie Boulevard, Webster’s Landing, and West Street. 

12/19/2014  
 

SMTC NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with representatives of SMTC. 

1/12/2015  
 

SMTC Teleconference 2 Conference call regarding the Project 

1/13/2015  Congressional 
Representative 
Katko 

Teleconference 4 NYSDOT held teleconference with the Congressman to discuss the Project and 
solicit input. 

1/13/2015  ReThink 81 and 
Downtown 
Committee 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with representatives of these two organizations. 

1/13/2015  
 

SMTC NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with SMTC regarding the Project. 

1/15/2015  
 

Centro NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Centro regarding the potential transit amenities as part of the 
Project.   

2/19/2015  
 

Onondaga County Civic Center 
421 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with Mary Beth Primo, Deputy County Executive. 

4/6/2015  
 

City of Syracuse 
Common Council 
Pres. Van 
Robinson 

Teleconference 2 NYSDOT held a conference call with Council President Robinson about 
engagement of the environmental justice communities in next phase of the 
Project.  

4/06/2015  
 

City of Syracuse Teleconference 2 NYSDOT held a conference call with Andrew Maxwell, City Director of 
Innovation. 

4/10/2015 Students from 
Syracuse University 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT discussed the Project alternatives with SU students Kwadwo 
Amponsah and Steve Paisler. 

4/22/2015  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

Teleconference 7 Conference call regarding the Project 

4/22/2015  City of Syracuse NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 

4 NYSDOT held conference call with Andrew Maxwell, City Director of 
Innovation. 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

Syracuse 
5/7/2015  
 

SMTC, Centro SMTC 
100 Clinton Sq 
126 N. Salina St. 
Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT discussed a forthcoming presentation to the SAWGs to be made by 
Centro and SMTC representatives on Centro initiatives and SMTC’s transit study.  

5/12/2015 Cornell University  NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT met with representatives of Cornell University to provide them with 
an overview of the Project.  

7/25/2015 Arts and Crafts 
Festival - special 
event 
Downtown 
Syracuse at 
Columbus Circle 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse  

 I-81 Outreach Center was open during a portion of this festival located in 
Downtown Syracuse adjacent to the center. Project staff and NYSDOT were on 
hand to discuss the Project and respond to comments. Written comments were 
accepted.  
 

8/8/2015 
 

Central New York 
Festival Latino 
American - project 
information booth 

Ward Bakery Park 
200 Block 
Shonnard St.  
Syracuse 

 Spanish-speaking Project team members and a Spanish interpreter staffed an 
informational booth set up at festival to provide Project information and discuss 
the Project with attendees. Written comments were accepted.  

8/10/2015  
 

CenterState CEO CenterState CEO 
115 West Fayette St. 
Syracuse 

15 NYSDOT provided CenterState CEO with an update on the Project.  

9/20/2015 Westcott Street 
Cultural Fair– 
project information 
booth 

Westcott St. Syracuse  Project team members and NYSDOT staffed an informational booth set up at 
festival to provide Project information and discuss the Project with attendees. 
Written comments were accepted.  

9/30/2015  
 

Capital for a Day 
briefing 

SKY Armory 
351 S. Clinton St. Syracuse 

100 This meeting was held as part of the Governor’s Capital for a Day in Syracuse. 
Meeting consisted of a presentation and open house, which provided information 
on the development of the alternatives and the environmental review process as 
well as up-to-date Project information. Staff were on hand to discuss the Project 
with attendees. Written comments were accepted.  

10/06/2015  
 

Presentation at 
Syracuse University 

Syracuse University 
University Ave. Syracuse 

 NYSDOT representatives discussed Project as guest lecturers in a Local 
Governments class 

10/21/2015  
 

Presentation at 
Syracuse University 

Syracuse University 
University Ave. Syracuse 

 NYSDOT staff discussed Project as guest lecturers at the College of Engineering 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

– College of 
Engineering 

10/28/2015  
 

Sustainability 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

21 This meeting provided an overview of the scoping process including public 
scoping meetings, the timeframes, and methods for providing comments, and the 
process used to organize comments and provide responses.   

10/29/2015  Community and 
Economic 
Development 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 
 

24 This meeting provided an overview of the scoping process including public 
scoping meetings, the timeframes, and methods for providing comments, and the 
process used to organize comments and provide responses.   

11/02/2015  
 

City of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

14 Meeting regarding the Project 

11/12/2015 ASHE/NYSATE 
Meeting 

Crowne Plaza Hotel  
701 E. Genesee St. 
Syracuse 
 

50 NYSDOT gave presentation to this organization on the Project to date and the 
alternatives under consideration.  

11/19/2015 Centro 200 Cortland Ave, 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT discussed upcoming SAWG presentation of Bus Rapid Transit with 
Centro staff  

11/20/2015 Syracuse University Syracuse University 
University Ave. Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT met with representatives of Syracuse University to hear about the 
University’s future development plans.  

11/25/2015  Samaritan Center Samaritan Center 
215 N. Salina St. Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with executive director of Samaritan Center to discuss the services 
the Center provides to the homeless population. The facility is located in a church 
identified as a historic property.  

12/1/2015  
 

Community and 
Economic 
Development 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

28 Presentations by Frank Kobliski, Centro, and James D’Agostino, SMTC focused 
on their respective entities’ transit initiatives.  

12/2/2015  Sustainability 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

30 Presentations by Frank Kobliski, Centro, and James D’Agostino, SMTC focused 
on their respective entities’ transit initiatives. 

12/3/2015  
 

Community 
meeting - Town of 
Salina  

Liverpool Middle School 
720 7th North St. 
Liverpool 

200 Public meeting consisted of a presentation and informal open house on the 
Project status. Project team was available to discuss the Project and respond to 
questions from attendees. Written comment forms were available.  
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

1/27/2016 
 

Community and 
Economic 
Development 
SAWG meeting 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

29 NYSDOT provided an overview of economic development considerations and a 
framework for how socioeconomic analyses will be incorporated into the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (Draft EIS). 
 

1/28/2016 Sustainability 
SAWG meeting 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

20 NYSDOT provided an overview of economic development considerations and a 
framework for how socioeconomic analyses will be incorporated into the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (Draft EIS). 

2/5/2016 Meeting with 
Congressman 
Katko and Senator 
DeFrancisco, 
Destiny USA 
officials, and 
representatives 
from Save81 

Senator DeFrancisco's 
Office 
333 E. Washington St.  
Syracuse 

10 The meeting focused on potential tunnel alternatives. The group requested that 
NYSDOT evaluate a high speed, non-interstate tunnel that also would include the 
elements of the Community Grid Alternative. 

3/25/2016 Stephen Buechner NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with a local landscape architect who presented his concept of a 
“Central Park” incorporating a tunnel and community grid. 

3/30/2016 Community and 
Economic  
Development 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

30 City of Rochester staff Jim McIntosh, Erik Frisch, and Baye Muhammad made a 
presentation on the Inner Loop Project.  

3/31/2016 Sustainability 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

30 City of Rochester staff Jim McIntosh, Erik Frisch, and Baye Muhammad made a 
presentation on the Inner Loop Project.  

4/8/2016 Centro Centro  
200 Cortland Ave. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with Centro Executive Director Frank Kobliski and Chief 
Executive Officer Rick Lee to discuss potential temporary and permanent Project 
impacts on their operations.   

4/8/2016 Tri-State 
Transportation 
Campaign; 
ReThink 81 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT gave an overview of the Project Status to date and heard the goals and 
objectives of the Tri-State Transportation Campaign.   

4/20/2016 Syracuse Housing 
Authority (SHA) 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

5 SHA Executive Director Bill Simmons and Assistant Executive Director Dave 
Paccone discussed the major elements of their Master Plan with NYSDOT.  
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

4/20/2016 American Institute 
of Architects, CNY 
Chapter and 
Syracuse Housing 
Authority  

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

10 SHA Executive Director Bill Simmons and Assistant Executive Director Dave 
Paccone as well as AIA representatives met with NYSDOT to discuss a new 
design concept that would shift the southern alignment of the Community Grid 
Alternative eastward so that it would pass beneath, rather than above, the New 
York, Susquehanna and Western Railway near Renwick Avenue.  

4/20/2016 University Hill 
Corporation 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

8 Meeting held to discuss the Project status as well as potential new access to the 
University via Van Buren Street and issues associated with Dome events.  

4/20/2016 Carlo Moneti Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Mr. Moneti on his design concepts for replacement of the I-
81 viaduct and the creation of a northern street grid. He presented some ideas on 
use of roundabouts and provided input on the need for the proposed “missing 
links” between I-690 and I-81.  

4/21/2016 Syracuse University Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with SU representatives, who briefed NYSDOT on the 
University’s Master Plan. NYSDOT discussed the Project and solicited input.   

4/21/2016 City of Syracuse Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

4 City staff met with NYSDOT to discuss accessibility for Southside residents; 
pedestrian safety; City’s ReZone Syracuse plan; and the need for connectivity 
from MLK, Jr. East to University Hill. 

5/16/2016 ACTS Community 
Forum 

Tucker Missionary Baptist 
Church, 
515 Oakwood Ave 
Syracuse 

100 Event sponsored by others. NYSDOT invited to hear concerns regarding 
property impacts and alternative designs for the Community Grid to re-route 
traffic under the railroad at MLK Elementary School 

5/20/2016 F.O.C.U.S. Greater 
Syracuse 
presentation 

City Hall Commons.  
201 E. Washington St. 
Syracuse 

30 NYSDOT provided an overview of the Project including the alternatives being 
considered. The presentation also included illustrations of pedestrian and bike 
paths and other Project features. NYSDOT urged the audience to continue to 
participate in the Project. Comment sheets were available.  

5/31/2016 Maren King, 
Franklin Square 
Neighborhood 
Association 

Teleconference with 
Project Director  
 

2 Ms. King, a landscape architect who lives in Franklin Square, expressed her 
concerns to NYSDOT about a potential decrease in property values to the 
condominiums in Franklin Square if the I-690 to I-81 full interchange were to be 
constructed, and noted that flyovers create dead zones which could pose safety 
risks. She proposed a re-design of the Community Grid Alternative to include a 
street grid on the north side of I-690 similar to the one proposed by NYSDOT 
south of the interstate. 

6/1/2016 Public Information 
Meeting on State’s 

Syracuse Housing 
Authority 

40 Real estate acquisition information session to provide an overview of the property 
acquisition process and relocation assistance program 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

Real Estate 
Acquisition 
Information 
Southside 

Central Village Boys & 
Girls Club 
212 Van Buren St.  
Syracuse 

6/2/2016 Public Information 
Meeting on State’s 
Real Estate 
Acquisition 
Information 
Downtown 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 
 

50 Real estate acquisition information session to provide an overview of the property 
acquisition process and relocation assistance program 

6/2/2016 Public Information 
Meeting on State’s 
Real Estate 
Acquisition 
Information 
Northside 

Assumption Church 
Parish Center 
812 North Salina St.  
Syracuse 

30 Real estate acquisition information session to provide an overview of the property 
acquisition process and relocation assistance program 

6/9/2016 Stakeholders’ 
Committee 
meeting 

HW Smith School  
1130 Salt Springs Rd.  
Syracuse 

200 Meeting consisted of a presentation and informal open house on the common or 
similar features of the Viaduct and Community Grid alternatives and updated 
designs for each. Project team was available to discuss the Project and respond to 
questions. Written comments were accepted.  Spanish-language interpreter was 
available. Sign language services were provided.  

6/10/2016 SUNY Upstate 
Medical University 

SUNY Upstate Medical 
University 
750 E. Adams St.  
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT discussed SUNY Upstate’s plans for future development and how they 
would potentially relate to the Community Grid Alternative.  

6/29/2016 Section 106 
Consulting Parties 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

10 The purpose of this meeting, which initiates consultation in the Section 106 
process for the I-81 Viaduct Project, was to provide an overview and update on 
the status of the Project, the Section 106 process, and the identification of 
historic properties.  This meeting provided Consulting Parties with an 
opportunity to participate in the consultation process. 

6/29/2016 Sustainability 
SAWG 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

15 Presentation by Owen Kerney, City of Syracuse, and discussion on ReZone 
Syracuse, the City’s rezoning plan   

6/30/2016 Community and 
Economic 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  

21 Presentation by Owen Kerney, City of Syracuse, and discussion on ReZone 
Syracuse, the City’s rezoning plan   
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

Development 
SAWG 

Syracuse 

7/6/2016,  
8/9/2016, 
11/17/2016,
4/18/2017, 
4/27/2017, 
5/8/2017, 
5/24/2017, 
7/18/2017 

Urban Design 
Technical Advisory 
Panel (UDTAP)  

EDR  
217 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

20/meeting As part of the effort to produce high quality urban design for the Project, 
NYSDOT established an Urban Design Technical Advisory Panel (UDTAP). The 
panel comprises a group of design and design-related professionals with 
specialized knowledge and experience in urban design. Five of the members are 
architects and/or landscape architects and two represent the City of Syracuse. 
The panel’s purpose and mission is to provide NYSDOT with guidance and ideas 
to improve, enhance, and augment the Project designs as they are being 
developed. Members are asked to serve in an advisory capacity to NYSDOT and 
provide input and ideas on the landscape, urban design elements, and aesthetics 
of the Project. Meetings have focused on the proposed West Street and 
Onondaga Creek improvements (July 6, 2016), Almond Street and the potential 
southern gateway (August 9, 2016), proposed bicycle/pedestrian improvements 
and other improvements to local streets (November 17, 2016), and potential 
improvements north of I-690 including urban design and gateway treatments 
(April 18, 2017; April 27, 2017; May 8, 2017; May 24, 2017; and July 18, 2017).  

7/11/2016 Destiny USA NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with Destiny USA representatives to discuss their concerns 
regarding the status of a potential tunnel option; the removal of I-81 from the 
City; the “missing links” between I-81 and I-690; and possible use of Bear Street.    

7/13/2016 Onondaga Nation, 
State Historic 
Preservation Office 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse  

5 Section 106 process and cultural resource survey limits were discussed with 
emphasis on the Viaduct and Community Grid Alternative’s proposed vertical 
disturbance. Also discussed why vertical extent of any disturbance is important. 
Both groups requested additional information to continue their review of the 
proposed study limits.         

7/13/2016 Near Westside 
Initiative 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Marilyn Higgins, representative of the Near West Side 
Initiative, who advised NYSDOT of future development plans for the Near 
Westside.  

7/25/2016 NYS Truck 
Association 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with a representative of this group to hear its concerns about 
truck travel times and routes. Traffic data was shared and discussed. 

7/29/2016 Arts and Crafts 
Festival - special 
event 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse  

 I-81 Outreach Center was open during a portion of this festival located in 
Downtown Syracuse adjacent to the center. Project staff and NYSDOT were on 
hand to discuss the Project and respond to comments. Written comments were 
accepted.  
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

Downtown 
Syracuse at 
Columbus Circle 

 

8/3/2016 City of Syracuse NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

6 NYSDOT provided City representatives with update on Project including 
alternative designs and common features; interstate access points; the proposed 
conversion of one-way streets to two-way streets; and potential pedestrian and 
bicycle accommodations.  

8/3/2016 Syracuse University NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

4 Representatives of SU met with NYSDOT to discuss campus framework 
including enhancements to main campus. 

8/4/2016 Joint SAWG Bus 
Tour 

Project Area 20 NYSDOT led a bus tour to examine existing conditions. Tour consisted of three 
stops with brief walking tours. The stops were the southern segment of the 
viaduct at the intersection of Almond Street and Burt Street; (2) a NYSDOT 
parking lot, beneath I-81 and I-690, located between Willow and James Streets 
and Warren and State Streets; and (3) a portion of eastbound I-690 that was 
closed for repairs. 

8/5/2016 Norman Swanson, 
Woodbine Group.  

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with business owner and developer with properties in the 
Lakefront area. Topics included concerns about business and development 
impacts from potential removal of a portion of Genant Drive.  

8/4/2016 Tim Rudd Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with resident and contributing writer to the Syracuse Post 
Standard for project background related to an Op-ed piece he was writing about 
the Project.  

8/13/2016  
 

Central New York 
Festival Latino 
American - project 
information booth 

Ward Bakery Park 
200 Block 
Shonnard St.  
Syracuse 

 Spanish-speaking Project team members and a Spanish interpreter staffed an 
informational booth set up at festival to provide Project information and discuss 
the Project with attendees. Written comments were accepted.  

8/16/2016 Josh Podkaminer, 
JWP Management 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

1 NYSDOT met with this property owner and manager of property in Downtown 
and Franklin Square to discuss his concern about potential loss of parking in 
Downtown and the potential impact of increased cost of parking, especially for 
low wage workers, as well as the potential acquisition of a portion of his 
commercial property in Franklin Square.  

8/18/2016 Senator David 
Valesky 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

6 NYSDOT briefed Senator and his staff on the Viaduct and Community Grid 
Alternatives and the dismissal of other alternatives from further consideration.   
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

8/23/2016 Peter Sarver, Tony 
Mangano, Bob 
Haley, Barry Lentz 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met to discuss how NYSDOT could best use the advisory groups to 
elicit comment and distribute information. Discussion also included methods for 
continued engagement of environmental justice communities.  

8/23/2016 Television 
Appearance on 
WCNY- "Insight"  

Broadcast across the local 
television airwaves in 
CNY viewing area 

 NYSDOT Project Director was interviewed by Jim Aroune (VP of Radio and TV 
Operations). Discussion included the Project alternatives, schedule, and potential 
property impacts.   

8/24/2016 SUNY Upstate 
Medical University, 
Crouse Hospital, 
VA Hospital, St. 
Joseph’s Hospital, 
Hutchings 
Psychiatric Center, 
Loretto, SUNY 
Upstate Medical 
University 

SUNY Upstate 
Campus Activity Bldg. 
750 E. Adams St.  
Syracuse 

9 Meeting included an overview of the Project and the alternatives. Topics 
discussed included routes now used by ambulances and emergency services to 
travel to hospitals, as well as issues involved with this travel; proposed access 
routes to the hospitals under each alternative; transportation for hospital workers; 
and potential construction impacts. 

9/18/16 Westcott Street 
Cultural Fair– 
project information 
booth 

Westcott St. Syracuse  Project team members and NYSDOT staffed an informational booth set up at 
festival to provide Project information and discuss the Project with attendees. 
Written comments were accepted.  

9/20/2016 Local Hiring 
Advisory Group 
(Urban Jobs Task 
Force, Center for 
Community 
Alternatives, 
Vision for Change, 
Jubilee Homes, 
Northside UP, 
Greater, Syracuse 
HOPE, SUNY 
EOC, CenterState 
CEO, University 
Hill Corp., 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

11 NYSDOT invited this group to discuss ideas on how the Project can create local 
jobs for those living in high poverty areas and to partner with these organizations 
to distribute information about the Project, for training specific to highway 
construction, and job placement on the Project. Project-specific information was 
presented and discussed. 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

Brackens Financial 
Network) 

9/21/2016 Centro NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Executive Director Frank Kobliski to discuss traffic 
management during construction.  
 

9/21/2016 Northside Group 
Meeting 

Samaritan Center at St. 
John the Evangelist 
Church  
215 N. State St. 
Syracuse 

100 Event sponsored by others. NYSDOT attendance acknowledged to hear 
concerns regarding connections between I-690 and I-81, Butternut Bridge 
alignment, historic properties and Northside and Franklin Square neighborhood 
concerns. 

9/28/2016 Syracuse Housing 
Authority 

SHA  
516 Burt St.  
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Executive Director Simmons and Deputy Executive Director 
Paccone to discuss potential acquisition of the SHA maintenance garage under 
Viaduct and Community Grid Alternatives. The meeting also included a 
discussion of the progress of the SHA Master Plan. Notices of the October 6, 
2016 Open House were given to SHA for distribution to its residents.  

9/29/2016 Ben Ogden / 
BDO Properties 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with owner of property identified for possible acquisition under 
the Viaduct Alternative. Current tenant, at the time of this meeting, is a Buddhist 
Temple.  

9/30/2016 Louis Fournier / 
Sutton Real Estate 

Sutton Real Estate 
Franklin Square  
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with owner of property identified for possible acquisition under 
the Viaduct Alternative.  

10/4/2016 Alan Smith and 
David Reale 

400 Burnet Ave. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with owner of property identified for possible acquisition under 
the Viaduct Alternative.  

10/4/2016 Tobin’s Wood 
Furniture 

Tobin’s Wood Furniture,  
791 Canal St. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with owner of property identified for possible acquisition under 
the Viaduct and Community Grid Alternatives. 

10/4/2016 Veteran’s Fastener 
Supply 

Veteran’s Fastener Supply  
117 Butternut St.  
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with owner of property identified for possible acquisition under 
the Viaduct and Community Grid Alternatives. 

10/6/2016 
  

Open House Oncenter 
800 S. State St.  
Syracuse 
 

600 The five-hour open house included numerous display boards, twenty- and fifty-
scale illustrations of the alternatives, recorded and live presentations, a video on 
bicycle/pedestrian improvements, and videos of traffic simulations, which 
represented traffic conditions in 2050 under the Viaduct and Community Grid 
Alternatives. The purpose of the open house was to provide up-to-date 
information on the Project alternatives. NYSDOTs were on hand to discuss the 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

Project with attendees. Sign language services were provided. Spanish-language 
interpreters were available; in addition, services to provide over-the-phone 
language interpretation for 368 languages upon request were offered. Attendees 
were offered comment sheets to submit their comments in writing.  

10/7/2016 Onondaga Nation 
briefing 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT provided representatives of the Onondaga Nation with the various 
alternatives under development. Discussed EIS process and ongoing engagement 
of the Onondaga Nation 

10/11/2016 St. Joseph’s Health 
Center; Franklin 
Properties; 
Northside UP; 
CenterState CEO; 
Davco 
Performance Auto 

St. Joseph’s Hospital 
301 Prospect St.  
Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT met with this group to discuss their concerns about possible reduction 
in property values with new proposed links between I-690 and I-81; disruptions 
to businesses; lack of connection between Northside and Armory Square; and 
emergency routes and overall impacts to the Northside.  

10/17/2016 City of Syracuse – 
Mayor Stephanie 
Miner 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Mayor Miner, briefing her on Project status and Viaduct and 
Community Grid Alternatives.  

10/18/2016 Assemblyman Bill 
Magnarelli 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT staff met with the State Assemblyman whose district includes portions 
of the Project Area. Concerns included potential for increased traffic and risks to 
pedestrians, particularly new Americans, along City streets if local streets are used 
to distribute more traffic in place of I-81, and discussion of potential tunnel 
options. 

10/18/2016 Neighborhood 
meeting –Eastside  

Henninger High School 
600 Robinson St.  
Syracuse 
 

60 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 10/6/16 Open House.  The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, twenty- and fifty-scale 
illustrations of the alternatives, a video on bicycle/pedestrian improvements, and 
videos of traffic simulations, which represented traffic conditions in 2050 under 
the Viaduct and Community Grid Alternatives. NYSDOTs were on hand to 
discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language interpreters were available. 
Written comment forms were available.  

10/19/2016 Community 
meeting – 
Skaneateles 

Skaneateles High School 
49 E. Elizabeth St.  
Syracuse 

120 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 10/6/16 Open House.  The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, twenty- and fifty-scale 
illustrations of the alternatives, a video on bicycle/pedestrian improvements, and 
videos of traffic simulations, which represented traffic conditions in 2050 under 
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the Viaduct and Community Grid Alternatives. NYSDOTs were on hand to 
discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language interpreters were available. 
Written comment forms were available.  

10/19/2016 SUNY Upstate 
Medical Center 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

8 NYSDOT met with SUNY Upstate to discuss their proposed development at 
corner of Almond and Adams Streets.   

10/19/2016 Syracuse 
University, SU 
Center of 
Excellence, FAST 
Feasibility Study 
team 

Syracuse University Center 
of 
Excellence 
727 E. Washington St.  
Syracuse 

6 NYSDOT met with team members of Feasibility Assessment of Syracuse 
Transportation Alternatives (FAST) to hear about their study on alternative 
means of transportation in corridors within the City.  

10/20/2016 Neighborhood 
meeting – 
Northside 

Grant Middle School 
2400 Grant Blvd. 
Syracuse 
 

60 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 10/6/16 Open House. The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, twenty- and fifty-scale 
illustrations of the alternatives, a video on bicycle/pedestrian improvements, and 
videos of traffic simulations, which represented traffic conditions in 2050 under 
the Viaduct and Community Grid Alternatives. NYSDOTs were on hand to 
discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language interpreters were available. 
Written comment forms were available.  

10/24/2016 SMTC   NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with SMTC to discuss SMART transit study.  

10/24/2016 Destiny 
USA/Pyramid 
Management 

Destiny USA  
Destiny USA Drive 
Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT met with principals of Destiny USA. Topics discussed included the 
status of the Project; the possible use of Bear Street as a connection between I-81 
and I-690; development of land to the east of I-81; and possible effects on 
Northside environmental justice populations.   

10/26/2016 Neighborhood 
meeting – 
Downtown  

Syracuse Institute of 
Technology 
258 E. Adams St.  
Syracuse 

25 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 10/6/16 Open House. The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, twenty- and fifty-scale 
illustrations of the alternatives, a video on bicycle/pedestrian improvements, and 
videos of traffic simulations, which represented traffic conditions in 2050 under 
the Viaduct and Community Grid Alternatives. NYSDOTs were on hand to 
discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language interpreters were available. 
Written comment forms were available.  



   
 

25 
 

Date Organization/ 
Individuals 
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10/28/2016 Jubilee Homes of 
Syracuse, Inc. 

Jubilee Homes 
119 South Ave.  
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with Executive Director and staff of this organization, which 
represents 100 households and number of small businesses in the Southside, to 
discuss their interest in creating jobs for inner city unemployed and business and 
economic development opportunities that could be created, particularly under the 
Community Grid Alternative.   

11/1/2016 Downtown 
Committee 

Hotel Syracuse 
100 E. Onondaga St.  
Syracuse 

10 NYSDOT discussed the Downtown Committee and hotel’s concerns about 
maintaining a vibrant pedestrian corridor and convention center area. Topics 
included potential bike and pedestrian improvements in the area between the 
hotel and the convention center and vehicular traffic movements along some of 
the east-west streets through Downtown.   

11/1/2016 Neighborhood 
meeting – Westside 

Fowler High School 
227 Magnolia St.  
Syracuse 

20 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 10/6/16 Open House.  The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, twenty- and fifty-scale 
illustrations of the alternatives, a video on bicycle/pedestrian improvements, and 
videos of traffic simulations, which represented traffic conditions in 2050 under 
the Viaduct and Community Grid Alternatives. NYSDOTs were on hand to 
discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language interpreters were available. 
Written comment forms were available.  

11/2/2016 Neighborhood 
meeting – 
Southside  

Dr. King Elementary 
School 
416 E. Raynor Ave.  
Syracuse 

40 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 10/6/16 Open House. The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, twenty- and fifty-scale 
illustrations of the alternatives, a video on bicycle/pedestrian improvements, and 
videos of traffic simulations, which represented traffic conditions in 2050 under 
the Viaduct and Community Grid Alternatives. NYSDOTs were on hand to 
discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language interpreters were available. 
Written comment forms were available.  

11/9/2016 Syracuse Common 
Council, 
Transportation 
Committee 

Syracuse Common 
Council 
Chambers 
233 E. Washington St. 
Syracuse 

55 NYSDOT staff gave a brief overview of the Project including the alternatives.  

11/10/2016 2016 Tax and 
Financial Planning 
Conference 

Double Tree Hotel  
6301 State Route 298  
East Syracuse 

100 NYSDOT presented a Project overview to this audience as part of the larger 
conference agenda.   
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11/11/2016 Assemblyman Bill 
Magnarelli 

Assemblyman’s Offices 
Hughes State Office Bldg.  
333 E. Washington St.  
Syracuse.   

2 NYSDOT provided the Assemblyman with further details on potential Project 
designs near Franklin Square. Topics discussed included the effects of the existing 
highway on the Northside and the potential effects of  traffic along North Salina 
Street on immigrant community.   

11/15/2016 Downtown 
Committee 

Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

15 NYSDOT met with the Board of Directors and staff of Downtown Committee. 
Topics included the dispersal of traffic through Downtown streets and the new 
proposed connections between I-690 and I-81.  

11/15/2016 Community 
meeting – DeWitt  

Jamesville–DeWitt High 
School 
6845 Edinger Dr.  
Dewitt 

100 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 10/6/16 Open House. The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, twenty- and fifty-scale 
illustrations of the alternatives, a video on bicycle/pedestrian improvements, and 
videos of traffic simulations, which represented traffic conditions in 2050 under 
the Viaduct and Community Grid Alternatives. NYSDOTs were on hand to 
discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language interpreters were available. 
Written comment forms were available.  

12/1/2016 Local Hiring 
Roundtable 

Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

30 NYSDOT facilitated this meeting attended by more than 40 organizations to 
discuss opportunities for job training, job advocacy, and/or job placement. 
Topics included local hiring preferences and the need to continue to engage these 
organizations for input and to distribute information about the Project to their 
constituencies.  

12/5/2016 Syracuse University Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

7 Representatives of Syracuse University discussed potential access points from I-
81 and I-690 with NYSDOT. 

12/6/2016 Interdenomination
al Ministerial 
Alliance 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT staff met with several inner city pastors to provide them with an 
overview of the Project and to discuss, among other topics, their concerns related 
to the history of the original construction of I-81, which they said divided the 
City and destroyed African-American and Jewish neighborhood; potential for 
local hiring as part of the Project; and acquisitions as a result of the Project. 
NYSDOT clarified that while the SHA maintenance building is proposed for 
acquisition under both build alternatives, no residential acquisitions in the 
Southside are anticipated at this time.  

12/6/2016 Community 
meeting – Cicero 

Cicero-North Syracuse 
High School 
6002 NYSR 31 
Cicero 

80 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 10/6/16 Open House. The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, twenty- and fifty-scale 
illustrations of the alternatives, a video on bicycle/pedestrian improvements, and 
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videos of traffic simulations, which represented traffic conditions in 2050 under 
the Viaduct and Community Grid Alternatives. NYSDOTs were on hand to 
discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language interpreters were available. 
Written comment forms were available.  

12/7/2016 Northside CYO 
Citizenship Class 

Northside CYO  
527 N. Salina St. 
Syracuse 

 Project staff presented at English-language and citizenship classes to provide 
Project-related information and answer questions of LEP individuals. Comment 
forms were available. 

12/8/2016 Owen Kerney (City 
of Syracuse) 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT met to discuss potential effects on Downtown parking under each 
alternative and the City’s treatment of parking under its new rezoning plans.  

12/8/2016 Peter Muserlian NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 Property owner and developer met with NYSDOT to discuss potential effects on 
his properties resulting from building alternatives.  

12/12/2016 Jubilee Homes of 
Syracuse, Inc. 

Jubilee Homes 
119 South Ave 
Syracuse 

30 Event sponsored by others. NYSDOT invited to attend. Informal gathering. 
Neighbors, elected officials, Inner-City clergy and business leaders shared their 
thoughts to NYSDOT on the Project.  

12/14/2016 Public forum 
sponsored by State 
Senator John 
DeFrancisco 

Henninger High School 
600 Robinson St. 
Syracuse  

 Event sponsored by others.  NYSDOT representatives participated in a panel in 
an event hosted and moderated by Senator DeFrancisco. NYSDOT responded to 
questions from panel of elected officials and an engineering consultant.  
 

12/19/2016 Assemblywoman 
Pamela J. Hunter 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with the Assemblywoman, whose district includes portions of the 
Project Area, to provide an overview of the Project and solicit input.  

12/20/2016 Syracuse Housing 
Authority 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

5 SHA representatives presented SHA’s Master Plan to NYSDOT including their 
housing relocation and redevelopment plan.  

12/28/2016 Mike Metzgar 
Onondaga 
Community 
College Office of 
Workforce and 
Economic 
Development  

110 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

2 Topics included local hiring preferences and training for skills needed for the 
construction of the Project, as well as ways to collaborate between OCC, 
NYSDOT, and those who are unemployed or underemployed. 
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1/4/2017 Deputy County 
Executive Bill 
Fisher 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

1 Topics included the need for a regional solution that would address both City and 
Countywide concerns and potential tunnel option.  

1/17/2017 American Society 
for Quality, 
Syracuse Chapter 

1370 Burnet Ave.  
Syracuse 

35 Meeting with group of small business owners to provide them with an overview 
of the Project. Topics included construction schedule, jobs, and the process in 
advancing or dismissing alternatives such as a tunnel concept. 

1/27/2017 City of Syracuse 
Common Council 
President Van 
Robinson 

Syracuse Common 
Council 
233 E. Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT discussed suggestions on such topics as job creation, opportunities for 
new businesses, and neighborhood revitalization by providing funding to 
homeowners to improve properties located in the Southside.  

1/30/2017, 
2/16/2017, 
5/ 8/ 2017 
 

City of Syracuse 
Department of 
Parks, Recreation 
and Youth 
Programs 
representatives; 
City of Syracuse 
representatives; 
Syracuse Housing 
Authority 
representatives 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 
and 
Wilson Park  
Syracuse 

6 The Project would require the temporary occupancy of Wilson Park, a two-acre 
neighborhood park that is afforded special protection under Section 4(f), during 
construction. Accordingly, NYSDOT coordinated with representatives of the 
agencies with jurisdiction over Wilson Park (City of Syracuse, Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs, as well as Syracuse Housing Authority) to 
identify measures to minimize harm. Meetings were held to identify potential 
improvements to the park, which would be restored to the same or improved 
condition upon completion of construction. Measures discussed include the 
construction of a new basketball court to the west of the existing courts (the new 
court would be constructed prior to the removal of the affected court, so that two 
courts would continue to be available through the construction, and the third 
court would be built afterward); a regraded and reseeded playing field; a new 
splash pad; new fencing, bleachers, and benches; new drinking fountains; and 
other park improvements. 
 

2/16/2017 Emergency 
Medical Transport 
Companies 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

12 NYSDOT met with medical transport companies to listen to their concerns 
about routes to and from hospitals, travel times, and routes around the City.   

3/3/2017 Interdenomination
al Ministerial 
Alliance 

311 S. Franklin St.  
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with Director of the IMA, at his request, to restate, among other 
issues, the minister’s call for local hiring, the removal of the “physical barriers” 
between neighborhoods, the past treatment of the 15th Ward, and the need to 
clarify to their congregations that the Project does not include acquisitions of 
SHA residences. 

3/7/2017,  
3/29/2017, 

Northside UP I-81 
Work Group 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  

15/meeting A series of meetings were held with representatives of the Northside UP I-81 
Work Group to discuss potential improvements in the area between I-690 and 
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4/13/2017, 
6/8/2017,  
10/11/2017 

including 
representatives 
from Northside 
UP, St. Joseph’s 
Hospital, Franklin 
Square HOA, and 
Northside business 
owner and 
developer  

Syracuse Hiawatha Boulevard under each build alternative. Topics discussed included 
concerns regarding the creation of a fully directional I-81/I-690 interchange; 
potential concepts for the Butternut Street bridge and its relocation; the extension 
of and improvements to Clinton Street; treatments for Bear, Butternut, and 
Clinton Streets as well as Genant Drive; the potential to channel traffic to the 
local street grid north of I-690 rather than the highway under the Community 
Grid Alternative; potential alternative modifications such as roundabouts and 
signalized intersection; and gateway and other aesthetic concepts.  

3/20/2017 New York Civil 
Liberties Union 
CNY Chapter 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with Executive Director of the CNY chapter of NYCLU and 
their legislative counsel after CNY NYCLU raised concerns through an editorial 
in Syracuse.com dated 3/10/2017.  The purpose of the meeting was to clarify the 
Project’s potential property impacts, discuss the Viaduct and Community Grid 
Alternatives, and engage this organization and other stakeholders identified by the 
CNY NYCLU in further discussions about the Project, and potential impacts or 
benefits to environmental justice communities, and methods for continued 
targeted outreach.  

3/29/2017 Building and 
Construction 
Trades job fair, 
sponsored in part 
by SHA and 
Center for 
Community 
Alternatives and 
SUNY Economic 
Opportunity 
Center 

Syracuse Marriott Hotel 
100 E. Onondaga St.  
Syracuse 

400 NYSDOT staffed an informational table to provide Project information and 
discuss the Project with attendees. Written comments were accepted. 
Additionally, NYSDOT distributed over 100 applications for OJT for CDL 
program.  
 

4/6/2017 Southside, Valley 
TNT, and Outer 
Comstock 
Neighborhood 
meeting 

Southside Innovation 
Center 
2601 South Salina St. 
Syracuse 

75 NYSDOT was invited to present a Project overview and provide additional 
information on proposed improvements in the area between MLK, Jr. East and 
existing I-481.  NYSDOT participated in a panel with a local business owner; 
representatives from SHA, Save81, and ACTS; and a professor of Environmental 
Justice at SUNY ESF. The purposes of the panel discussion included: to provide 
the audience with more information about the Project and to engage attendees in 
discussions about opportunities to create local jobs; to encourage attendees to 
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become more involved in the Project; to explain potential building acquisitions; 
and to convey information about the Project schedule and decision-making 
process. 

5/8/2017 New York Civil 
Liberties Union 
CNY Chapter; 
National Alliance 
Network, 
Southwest 
Community 
Center; 
CNY Fair Housing 
Council 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

18 At request of the CNYCLU, NYSDOT met to discuss a number of topics 
including but not limited to real property impacts, particularly to Southside and 
Pioneer Homes; eminent domain procedures and the relocation process; the SHA 
Master Plan; creation of local jobs; the review process and when information on 
potential construction effects and mitigation measures would be available for 
public review; methods for additional community outreach; and continued 
dialogue with these groups to assist in public engagement.  

5/8/2017 Jonathan Link 
Logan, Northside 
UP 

Telephone conference call  2 NYSDOT spoke with Mr. Logan to discuss potential revisions to Project designs 
north of I-690 and Northside UP’s concerns. 

5/10/2017 Empire State 
Association of 
Minority 
Contractors. Otis 
Jennings, President 
and Minority 
Master Trainer 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT received a presentation on the construction job training offered by this 
organization, and discussed the applicability of this program to the Project. Their 
focus is to bring construction training opportunities, with national certification, to 
inner-city residents and students in the Syracuse City School District.    

5/17/2017 Norm Swanson Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St.  
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with this local developer to discuss his plans to open a brewery in 
the Inner Harbor and potential effects on the building that would house the 
brewery, as well as other properties he owns, as a result of the Project build 
alternatives. 

6/7/2017 City of Syracuse NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

15 NYSDOT met with City representatives to provide an update on the Project. 
Topics discussed include potential concepts for Wilson Park improvements; 
pedestrian/bicycle improvements; and other design issues.  

6/13/2017 Onondaga Nation EDR  
217 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

 NYSDOT, FHWA, and SHPO met with representatives from Onondaga Nation 
to discuss the vertical area of potential effect, and a draft plan for archaeological 
surveying and monitoring.   
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6/13/2017 Loretto Health and 
Rehabilitation 
Center 

700 E. Brighton Ave. 
Syracuse 

8 NYSDOT met with Loretto representatives on site to view the property’s ingress 
and egress locations, discuss potential concepts for the I-81/I-481 interchange, 
and solicit input.  

6/17/2017 Juneteenth Festival Clinton Square  
Syracuse 

40 Project team members staffed an informational booth set up at festival to discuss 
the Project with attendees and provide Project information. Display boards and 
written materials were available. Written comments were accepted.  

6/20/2017 Otis Jennings 
President and 
Minority Master 
Trainer, 
Empire State 
Association of 
Minority 
Contractors 
(ESAMC) 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT met with this organization to discuss the Project as well as ESAMC’s 
“On The Job” and other training opportunities, particularly for low income, 
minority, women, and City residents.  

6/21/2017 WorkSmart NY State Office Building 
333 E. Washington St. 
Syracuse 

40 NYSDOT presented an overview of the Project, as well as potential job and 
contracting opportunities, to minority-owned, women-owned, and disadvantaged 
business enterprises. Comment sheets were distributed. 

6/21/2017 Feasibility 
Assessment for 
Syracuse Transit 
(FAST) 

Syracuse University Center 
of Excellence 
727 E. Washington St. 
Syracuse 

60 NYSDOT participated in the Study and public presentation on transportation 
alternatives in the Project Area.  

6/22/2018 Build to Work Jubilee Homes 
119 South Ave 
Syracuse 

15 NYSDOT presented information on the Project related to local job training and 
opportunities, focusing on efforts in Environmental Justice communities.  

7/5/2017 S.U. MPA Program Syracuse University, 
Maxwell School of Public 
Administration 
900 Irving Ave. 
Syracuse 

100/event NYSDOT joined a panel discussion on the status of the Project held for the 
incoming Master of Public Administration class.   

7/6/2017 Assemblyman Bill 
Magnarelli 

State Office Bld. 
333 E. Washington St. 
Syracuse 

6 NYSDOT met with the Assemblyman and his staff to provide a Project Update 
and discuss input receive by NYSDOT from the Northside group.  
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7/11/2017 Jonathan Link 
Logan 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYDOT met with Northside UP representative to discuss concerns regarding 
potential traffic issues on the Northside as well as the need for the proposed new 
connectors between I-690 and I-81. 

7/19/2017 Jubilee Homes of 
Syracuse 

Drumlins Country Club,  
Syracuse 

100 Event sponsored by others. NYSDOT invited to this informal event to hear 
concerns from community advocates, Southside residents and others regarding 
the Project.  

7/27/2017 NY Civil Liberties 
Union, CNY 
Chapter 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT met with Chapter Director and staff to discuss the EIS process, ways 
to collaborate and share information, particularly with low income and minority 
populations.  

7/28/2017 Arts and Crafts 
Festival - special 
event 
Downtown 
Syracuse at 
Columbus Circle 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse  

 I-81 Outreach Center was open during a portion of this festival located in 
Downtown Syracuse adjacent to the center. Project staff and NYSDOT were on 
hand to discuss the Project and respond to comments. Written comments were 
accepted.  
 

8/11/2017 Urban Jobs Task 
Force 

SHA Offices 
516 Burt St. 
Syracuse 

7 NYSDOT met with job advocates to discuss ideas on local hiring, current efforts 
for on the job training, and CDL classes targeting women and minorities.  

8/12/2017 CNY Latino 
Festival 

Clinton Square 
Syracuse 

 Spanish-speaking Project team members and a Spanish interpreter staffed an 
informational booth at this festival to speak to attendees about the Project and 
provide Project information. Display boards and written materials were available. 
Written comments were accepted.   

8/25-
26/2017 

La Feria at the 
New York State 
Fair  

NYS Fair 
581 State Fair Blvd. 
Syracuse 

 Spanish-speaking Project team members and a Spanish interpreter staffed an 
informational booth set up at La Feria, part of the New York State Fair, to speak 
to attendees about the Project and provide Project information. Display boards 
and written materials were available. Written comments were accepted.   

8/27/2017 CNY NYCLU 
Community Picnic 

2101 S. Salina St. 
Syracuse 

100 NYSDOT staffed an informational booth set up at picnic to discuss the Project 
with attendees and provide information, including displays and materials on the 
Project and employment opportunities. Written comments were accepted.  

9/7/2017 Diana Ryan, CNY 
Solidarity Coalition 

Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with representative of CNY Solidarity, who expressed the 
coalition’s support of the Community Grid Alternative. NYSDOT provided 
Project newsletters for the group’s upcoming meetings.   

9/11/2017 David Aitken and 
Bruce Keenan of 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT explained and solicited feedback on potential design concepts north of 
I-690 to representatives of Destiny USA.  
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the Pyramid 
Companies 

9/12/2017 Bill Simmons, 
Executive 
Director, 
SHA 

SHA 
516 Burt St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with Executive Director Simmons on the Project status and 
schedule. 

9/13/2017 Dr. King School  
PTO Meeting 

Dr. King Elementary 
School 
416 E. Raynor Ave.  
Syracuse 

50 NYSDOT presented a Project update to parents, teachers, administrators, and 
students at a citizenship class. Newsletters and comment sheets were distributed.  

9/13/2017 Citizens Academy Rosamond Gifford Zoo 
1 Conservation Place 
Syracuse 

6 NYSDOT gave a presentation on the Project to a class at the Citizens Academy, 
an interactive educational program on civic engagement.   

9/17/17 Westcott Street 
Cultural Fair– 
project information 
booth 

Westcott St. Syracuse  Project team members and NYSDOT staffed an informational booth set up at 
festival to provide Project information and discuss the Project with attendees. 
Written comments were accepted.  

9/30/2017 Northside Festival Schiller Park 
Syracuse 

150 NYSDOT staffed an informational booth set up at festival to discuss the Project 
with the attendees. Display boards and written materials, including comment 
sheets, were available.  

10/13/2017 Property owners of 
215 Genant Drive 

215 Genant Drive  
Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT met with owners of this property identified for acquisition under the 
Viaduct and Community Grid Alternatives.  

10/13/2017 CenterState CEO, 
Near Westside 
Initiative, 
Downtown 
Committee 

Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

8 NYSDOT met with these groups to discuss construction measures that could be 
implemented to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts during construction.   

10/16/2017 Town of Dewitt Town Hall 
Butternut Dr. 
Dewitt 

12 NYSDOT met with Town officials, police, engineer, and planner to discuss 
construction measures that could be implemented to avoid, minimize, or mitigate 
impacts during construction.    

10/16/2017 Dewitt Rotary Traditions of Syracuse 
5600 Burdick Dr. 
East Syracuse 

60 NYSDOT presented an overview of the Project including the alternatives, 
schedule, and environmental review process.  

10/17/2017 Mayoral candidate 
Ben Walsh and 

Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St. 

4 NYSDOT discussed several topics, including the Project alternatives, release of 
the independent tunnel study, schedule, and environmental review process.  
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SAWG member 
Barry Lentz 

Syracuse 

10/18/2017 University area 
hospitals, 
businesses, security 
associations, 
Syracuse 
University, 
University Hill 
Corp, Eastside 
TNT 

Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

22 NYSDOT met with these groups to discuss construction measures that could be 
implemented to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts during construction.   

10/19/2017 Loretto Health and 
Rehabilitation, 
Outer Comstock 
Neighborhood 
Association, Dunk 
& Bright Furniture 

Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

13 NYSDOT met with these entities to discuss construction measures that could be 
implemented to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts during construction.   

10/19/2017 Syracuse City 
School District 
Refugee Assistance 
Program, ESL 
Class 

1700 Butternut St. 
Syracuse 

 Project staff presented at English-language and citizenship classes to provide 
Project-related information and answer questions of individuals with LEP. 
Comment forms were available.  

10/20/2017 City of Syracuse 
Fire, DPW, 
Engineering and 
Planning; SMTC 
and Centro 

Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

15 NYSDOT met with these entities to discuss construction measures that could be 
implemented to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts during construction.   

10/23/2017 SHA SHA  
516 Burt St. 
Syracuse 

7 NYSDOT met with SHA to discuss construction measures that could be 
implemented to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts during construction.   

10/23/2017 Fair Housing 
Council, New York 
Civil Liberties 
Union CNY 
Chapter, NY Civil 

Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

18 NYSDOT met with these entities to discuss construction measures that could be 
implemented to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts during construction.   
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

Liberties Union, 
Southside TNT, 
Interdenomination
al Ministerial 
Alliance, local 
pastors 

10/25/2017 Northside CYO 
Citizenship Class 

Northside CYO 
527 N. Salina St. 
Syracuse 
 

 Project staff presented at English-language and citizenship classes to provide 
Project-related information and answer questions of individuals with LEP. 
Comment forms were available. 

10/31/2017 Pyramid 
Companies, 
Syracuse Regional 
Airport, Town of 
Salina, Visitors 
Bureau, Greater 
Syracuse 
Hospitality and 
Tourism 
Association 

Project Outreach Center 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

12 NYSDOT met with these entities to discuss construction measures that could be 
implemented to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts during construction.   

1/19/2018 Assemblyman 
William B. 
Magnarelli and 
staff 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

8 NYSDOT and members of the Project Team met with the Assemblyman who 
had a number of questions regarding the I-81 Independent Feasibility Study 
report, building impacts and travel times for each alternative.  He also expressed 
his opinion to keep an I-81 highway designation through the City.  

1/22/2018 Syracuse Common 
Councilor Tim 
Rudd 

City Hall 
233 E. Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with new City Common Councilor to discuss the NEPA process, 
and mechanism for funding the selected Alternative.  

1/26/2018 City of Syracuse 
Office of 
Innovation and 
NBD 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT met with Director of Innovation and Director of Neighborhood and 
Business Development for the City of Syracuse to discuss work force training 
programs. Focus on combating poverty in the City by creating jobs in highway 
construction and providing training and job placement.  

1/29/2018 Syracuse Common 
Councilor Joe 
Driscoll 

City Hall 
233 E. Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with new City Common Councilor to discuss the NEPA process, 
opportunities for public engagement and public comments. 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

2/8/2018 Meeting with Laura 
Steinberg- Talk by 
Mort Downey 

Syracuse University 
Bird Library 
Waverly Ave,  
Syracuse, NY 13210 

4 NYSDOT met to discuss I-81 as it relates to transportation infrastructure 
renewal. 

2/13/2018 Merike 
Trier/Downtown 
Syracuse 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with Executive Director of the Downtown Committee to discuss 
the status of the project.  

2/26/2018 Urban Jobs Task 
Force 

Syracuse Housing 
Authority 
516 Burt St. 
Syracuse 

9 NYSDOT met with members of the Urban Jobs Task Force to discuss minority  
participation in union apprentice programs, Project Labor Agreements, and 
workforce development. 

2/28/2018 Empire State 
Association of 
Minority 
Contractors 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT discussed workforce training and job placement for minority and low 
income populations.  

3/1/2018 ACTS Moving 
People Coalition 

Project Outreach Center, 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

8 Meeting to discuss specific traffic impacts, traffic counts at various intersections 
and the dispersion of traffic. 

3/26/2018 Greg Loh of City 
and Karen Kaplan 
of Centerstate 
CEO 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT discussed coordinated efforts for workforce development for City 
residents, including CDL training. 

4/3/2018 Colleen Deacon, 
Governor’s 
Regional 
Representative 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

5 NYSDOT met with the Governor’s Regional Representative to discuss workforce 
development, state budget and other funding to support workforce training for 
the I-81 Viaduct Project. 

5/25/2018 Latoya Allen, City 
Councilor, 4th 
District 
And Joe Driscoll, 
5th District 

Syracuse Common 
Council Offices 
233 E. Washington St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Councilors Allen and Driscoll to discuss job opportunities 
and potential property impacts in Environmental Justice Communities 

6/16/2018 Juneteenth Festival Clinton Square  
Syracuse 

 Project team members staffed an informational booth set up at festival to discuss 
the Project with attendees and provide Project information. Display boards and 
written materials were available. Written comments were accepted.  
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

6/21/2018 Jonathan Link-
Logan from 
Northside Up 
 

Project Outreach Center, 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

3 Project Director and NYSDOT met to clarify issues regarding improvements to 
I-81 from downtown to Town of Salina.   

6/23/2018 National Action 
Network 

Fountain of Life Church, 
700 South Avenue, 
Syracuse 

40 Members of the Governor’s staff and NYSDOT met with members of the 
National Action Network, providing them with an opportunity to raise questions 
or express concerns about the Project.  Project newsletters were distributed 
during the event.  

6/23/2018 World Refugee 
Day 

Schiller Park 
Oak St. 
Syracuse 

30 NYSDOT attended this event, providing members of environmental justice 
communities the opportunity to provide their input on the Project. Project 
newsletters were distributed during the event. 

6/26/2018 David Bottar, 
Central New York 
Regional Planning 
and Development 
Board 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse  

2 NYSDOT met with Executive Director of RPDP to update Mr. Bottar on the 
Project.  

6/29/2018 Joe Bright of Dunk 
& Bright, Save 81 

Project Outreach Center, 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with Mr. Bright to clarify misinformation provided in a power 
point presentation prepared by Save81. 

7/3/2018 S.U. MPA Program Syracuse University, 
Maxwell School of Public 
Administration 
900 Irving Ave. 
Syracuse 

100 NYSDOT joined a panel discussion on the status of the Project held for the 
incoming Master of Public Administration class.   

7/26/2018 Barry Lentz of 
ACTS, Moving 
People Coalition 

Project Outreach Center, 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with a representative of ACTS to discuss traffic impacts and 
benefits to minority communities under the Community Grid Alternative.  

7/26/2018 Arts and Crafts 
Festival - special 
event 
Downtown 
Syracuse at 
Columbus Circle 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse  

 I-81 Outreach Center was open during a portion of this festival located in 
Downtown Syracuse adjacent to the center. Project staff and NYSDOT were on 
hand to discuss the Project and respond to comments. Written comments were 
accepted.  
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

7/31/2018 John Potamianos 
of Tobin's 
Refinishing 

Project Outreach Center, 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

3 NYSDOT met with property owner potentially affected by the I-81 Viaduct 
Project.  

8/9/2018 Armory Square 
Mobility Plan 

126 N. Salina St. 
Syracuse 

10 NYSDOT met with representatives from across a number of organizations to 
create a mobility plan for Armory Square, NYSDOT participated to coordinate 
proposed improvements from the I-81 Viaduct Project with those suggested by 
this group.  

8/11/2018 CNY Latino 
Festival 

Clinton Square 
Syracuse 

 Spanish-speaking Project team members and a Spanish interpreter staffed an 
informational booth at this festival to speak to attendees about the Project and 
provide Project information. Display boards and written materials were available. 
Written comments were accepted.   

8/24-
25/2018 

La Feria at the 
New York State 
Fair  

NYS Fair 
581 State Fair Blvd. 
Syracuse 

 Spanish-speaking Project team members and a Spanish interpreter staffed an 
informational booth set up at La Feria, part of the New York State Fair, to speak 
to attendees about the Project and provide Project information. Display boards 
and written materials were available. Written comments were accepted.   

9/10/2018 NAACP Economic 
Development 
Committee 

Strada Mia Restaurant 
Community Room 
Geddes St. 
Syracuse 

100 NYSDOT joined a group gathered to network and discuss local hiring, and 
economic development generated from the I-81 Viaduct Project.   

9/13/2018 Advance Greater 
Syracuse 

Project Outreach Center, 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

2 NYSDOT met with member of this newly formed group to discuss opportunities 
for public outreach to individuals, environmental justice communities, local 
businesses and minority contractors and an emphasis on local workforce 
development. 

9/14/2018 City of Syracuse 
Mayor, Director of 
Innovation, 
Director of 
Operations and 
Director of 
Intergovernmental 
Relations 

NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

7 NYSDOT met with City Administration for a project update and to discuss the 
NEPA process, the City’s technology upgrades and potential for surplus 
properties generated from the I-81 Viaduct Project. 

9/17/2018 City Developer 
Tino Marcoccia, 
Architect Sheila 
Weed and 

Project Outreach Center, 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with the developer and his architect and Common Councilor to 
explain the Viaduct and Community Grid Alternatives with a focus on the 
Northside.  
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

Common 
Councilor Joe 
Driscoll 

9/19/2018 Centerstate CEO Project Outreach Center, 
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse 

4 NYSDOT met with CenterState CEO Executive Director and members of the 
Board regarding the project alternatives. 

9/23/2018 
 

Westcott Street 
Cultural Fair– 
project information 
booth 

Westcott St. 
Syracuse 

 Project team members and NYSDOT staffed an informational booth set up at 
festival to provide Project information and discuss the Project with attendees. 
Written comments were accepted.  

9/28/2018 Syracuse Build NYSDOT Region 3 office 
333 E Washington St. 
Syracuse 

6 NYSDOT met with City of Syracuse to discuss its program called Syracuse Build 
to promote local hiring and workforce development related to the I-81 Viaduct 
Project.  

9/29/2018 Bus Rapid Transit 
Public Meeting 

Onondaga Free Library, 
4840 W. Seneca Turnpike, 
Syracuse 

30 Event sponsored by others. NYSDOT invited to hear concerns regarding 
Centro’s bus rapid transit plan and potential interplay with the I-81 Viaduct 
Project.  

4/19/2019 SU, ESF & Upstate 
Medical 

Weiskotten Hall, SUNY 
Upstate Medical 
University Building 

15 Briefing on the release of the pDEIS.  Feedback: Community Grid support from 
SU, ESF, and Upstate as the preferred alternative, Timeline for public 
involvement and construction timeline, Business Loop 81 questions. 

4/22/2019 State Electeds  NYSDOT Region 3 office, 
7th floor Planning 
Conference room 

7 Briefing on the release of the pDEIS. Feedback: Timeframe for pDEIS release, 
Public comment deadline, DOT Plans for public outreach? 

4/22/2019 University Hill 
Corp (30 
organizations) 

Crouse Hospital Board 
Room 

40 Briefing on the release of the pDEIS. Feedback: Support for CG as preferred 
alternative, Business Loop 81 questions, Existing congestion at Almond/Harrison 
and Almond/Adams, New access to the hill via VanBuren Street, Construction 
phasing, Northbound Colvin Street off ramp, I-690 Crouse & Irving interchange 
as direct gateway to University Hill. 

4/23/2019 City of Syracuse, 
Senior Staff 

City Hall 7 Briefing on the release of the pDEIS.  Feedback: Support for CG as preferred 
alternative,  Request a Southside Gateway into the City, New jobs to assist with 
City unemployment and poverty, Workforce development and training 
opportunities, Almond Street ownership and aesthetics, City will develop 
Committee groups to review and comment on the preliminary DEIS, Protect 
Environmental Justice community, Disposition of land that is not needed for 
transportation purposes under the Grid Solution. 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

4/23/2019 Onondaga County 
Senior Staff 

County Building  5 Briefing on the release of the pDEIS.  Feedback: Concerned with impacts on the 
suburbs surrounding the City of Syracuse, Fix I-481 Exit 3 in Dewitt, Destiny 
wants to close Hiawatha, Concerned with additional traffic on I-481, Loss of 
revenue for Town of Salina. 

4/24/2019 Press Briefing 
Multiple Media 
Outlets 

I-81 Outreach Center  Release of the pDEIS.                                 Feedback: Multiple media questions 
concerning the information within the pDEIS. 

4/24/2019 Congressman 
Katko Senior Staff 

NYSDOT Region 3 office, 
7th floor Planning 
Conference room 

4 Briefing on the release of the pDEIS.     Feedback: Will work to provide the 
necessary Federal funding to build the project, Through his town hall meetings he 
does not believe DOT will be able to achieve community consensus, The 
Business Loop 81 and maintaining high speed into and out of the city is a good 
idea. 

4/30/2019 Joe Nehme, Sen. 
Schumer's office 

NYSDOT Region 3 office, 
7th floor Planning 
Conference room 

2 Briefing on the release of the pDEIS.   Feedback: When would construction start, 
Appreciative of DOT taking the time to brief electeds. 

4/30/2019 CNYCLU NYSDOT Region 3 office, 
7th floor Planning 
Conference room 

1 Briefing on the content of the pDEIS.    Feedback:  Correcting the 
misinformation in the public, How can we message better in the Environmental 
Justice communities where many do not trust DOT, Develop CNYCLU/DOT 
partnership for outreach strategies, Construction impacts. 

5/3/2019 Upstate Health & 
Wellness Center 

I-81 Outreach Center 5 Briefing of the CG Alternative on the Almond Street corridor between Adams 
and Harrison.                                            Feedback: Driveway access into and 
out of the Wellness Center, Redesign of the Wellness building as the bids came in 
25% higher than anticipated, Construction anticipated to start in 2020.  

5/8/2019 CenterState I-81 
briefing Senior 
Staff 

NYSDOT Region 3 office, 
7th floor Planning 
Conference room 

10 Briefing on the content in the pDEIS. Feedback: Identifying supply chain to 
promote local purchases and workforce development, Assist local businesses. 

6/14/2019 City of Syracuse, 
(Syracuse Build 
Initiative) 

NYSDOT Region 3 office, 
7th floor Planning 
Conference room 

3 Workforce Development/developing a coordinated plan and opportunities for 
local hiring. 

6/15/2019 Juneteenth Festival 
Festival 

Clinton Square  
Syracuse 

 Project team members staffed an informational booth set up at festival to discuss 
the Project with attendees and provide Project information. Display boards and 
written materials were available. Written comments were accepted.  

6/18/2019 Open House Oncenter 
800 S. State St.  
Syracuse 

826 The five-hour open house included numerous display boards, a live presentation, 
a video impact assessment, which consisted of specific viewpoints comparing 
existing conditions with proposed conditions for the community grid and viaduct 
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Individuals 
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Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

 alternatives. The video was set to loop on a continuous basis throughout the 
Open House. The purpose of the open house was to provide up-to-date 
information on the Project alternatives. NYSDOT staff were on hand to discuss 
the Project with attendees. Sign language services were provided. Spanish-
language interpreters were available; in addition, services to provide over-the-
phone language interpretation for 368 languages upon request were offered. 
Attendees were offered comment sheets to submit their comments in writing.  

6/19/2019 City of Syracuse, 
DEIS Committee 

I-81 Outreach Center 30 Briefing on the content of the pDEIS/Questions on the EIS process and  public 
engagement strategy. 

6/20/2019 County Executive County Executive Office 3 Community benefit enhancements for the suburbs outside of Syracuse. 
6/25/2019 Neighborhood 

meeting –
Northside 

Henninger High School 
600 Robinson St.  
Syracuse 
 

68 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 6/18/19 Open House.  The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, a video impact 
assessment, which consisted of specific viewpoints comparing existing conditions 
with proposed conditions for the community grid and viaduct alternatives. The 
video was set to loop on a continuous basis throughout the meeting.  NYSDOT 
staff were on hand to discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language 
interpreters were available. Written comment forms were available.  

6/26/2019 Neighborhood 
meeting – Westside 

Fowler High School 
227 Magnolia St.  
Syracuse 

31 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 6/18/19 Open House.  The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, a video impact 
assessment, which consisted of specific viewpoints comparing existing conditions 
with proposed conditions for the community grid and viaduct alternatives. The 
video was set to loop on a continuous basis throughout the meeting. NYSDOT 
staff were on hand to discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language 
interpreters were available. Written comment forms were available. 

6/26/2019 SMTC 
Planning/Policy 
Committee 

SUNY Oswego Metro 
Center, The Atrium 

25 Briefing on the content of the pDEIS.      Feedback:  comments submitted. 

6/27/2019 Syracuse University 
Senior Staff 

IVMF main conference 
room @ Barclay 

15 Briefing on the content of the pDEIS.     Feedback: Request BL81 NB off ramp 
to back side of the University, Deadline for public comments, VanBuren access 
to the University, Construction impacts, Relieving congestion at Almond/Adams 
and Almond/Harrison, Gateway on the Southside of MLK, New University 
Gateway on Crouse/Irving. 
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Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

6/29/2019 World Refugee 
Day 

Schiller Park 
Oak St. 
Syracuse 

 NYSDOT attended this event, providing members of environmental justice 
communities the opportunity to provide their input on the Project. Attendees 
were offered comment sheets to submit their comments in writing. 

7/2/2019 SU-MPA 
Colloquium  

SU  Panel discussion for Students. 

7/9/2019 Community 
meeting – Western 
Suburbs 

Town of Camillus (Gym) 
4600 West Genesee St. 
Camillus 

150 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 6/18/19 Open House.  The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, a video impact 
assessment, which consisted of specific viewpoints comparing existing conditions 
with proposed conditions for the community grid and viaduct alternatives. The 
video was set to loop on a continuous basis throughout the meeting. NYSDOT 
staff were on hand to discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language 
interpreters were available. Written comment forms were available. 

7/10/2019 Assemblyman 
Magnarelli                   
Hotel Owners/ 
Town of Salina 

I-81 Outreach Center 15 Briefing on the content of the pDEIS. Feedback: Potential impacts on business 
interests located near I-81, Economic impacts to hotels and gas stations North 
Syracuse. 

7/10/2019 Community 
meeting – Eastern 
Suburbs 

East Syracuse Minoa High 
School 
6400 Fremont Road 
East Syracuse 

140 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 6/18/19 Open House.  The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, a video impact 
assessment, which consisted of specific viewpoints comparing existing conditions 
with proposed conditions for the community grid and viaduct alternatives. The 
video was set to loop on a continuous basis throughout the meeting.  NYSDOT 
staff were on hand to discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language 
interpreters were available. Written comment forms were available. 

7/11/2019 Neighborhood 
meeting – 
Southside 

Dr. King Elementary 
School 
416 E. Raynor Ave.  
Syracuse 

84 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 6/18/19 Open House.  The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, a video impact 
assessment, which consisted of specific viewpoints comparing existing conditions 
with proposed conditions for the community grid and viaduct alternatives. The 
video was set to loop on a continuous basis throughout the meeting. NYSDOT 
staff were on hand to discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language 
interpreters were available. Written comment forms were available. 
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Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

7/16/2019 Neighborhood 
meeting – 
Downtown 

Syracuse Institute of 
Technology 
258 E. Adams St.  
Syracuse 

40 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 6/18/19 Open House.  The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, a video impact 
assessment, which consisted of specific viewpoints comparing existing conditions 
with proposed conditions for the community grid and viaduct alternatives. The 
video was set to loop on a continuous basis throughout the meeting.  NYSDOT 
staff were on hand to discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language 
interpreters were available. Written comment forms were available. 

7/16/2019 Neighborhood 
meeting – Eastside 

HW Smith School  
1130 Salt Springs Rd.  
Syracuse 

64 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 6/18/19 Open House.  The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, a video impact 
assessment, which consisted of specific viewpoints comparing existing conditions 
with proposed conditions for the community grid and viaduct alternatives. The 
video was set to loop on a continuous basis throughout the meeting. NYSDOT 
staff were on hand to discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language 
interpreters were available. Written comment forms were available. 

7/23/2019 Community 
meeting – 
Southern Suburbs 

Grimshaw Elementary 
5957 Route 20 
Lafayette 

174 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 6/18/19 Open House.  The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, a video impact 
assessment, which consisted of specific viewpoints comparing existing conditions 
with proposed conditions for the community grid and viaduct alternatives. The 
video was set to loop on a continuous basis throughout the meeting.  NYSDOT 
staff were on hand to discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language 
interpreters were available. Written comment forms were available. 

7/24/2019 Noise meeting – 
Area C 

Dr. King Elementary 
School 
416 E. Raynor Ave.  
Syracuse 

340 Invited 
4 Attended 

NYSDOT hosted meetings for purposes of focusing on preliminary results of the 
noise analysis for the community grid and viaduct alternatives.  

7/25/2019 Community 
meeting – 
Northern Suburbs 

Cicero North Syracuse 
High School 
6002 Route 31 
Cicero 

183 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 6/18/19 Open House.  The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, a video impact 
assessment, which consisted of specific viewpoints comparing existing conditions 
with proposed conditions for the community grid and viaduct alternatives. The 
video was set to loop on a continuous basis throughout the meeting.  NYSDOT 
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staff were on hand to discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language 
interpreters were available. Written comment forms were available. 

7/26/2019 Arts and Crafts 
Festival - special 
event 
Downtown 
Syracuse at 
Columbus Circle 

Project Outreach Center  
335 Montgomery St. 
Syracuse  

 I-81 Outreach Center was open during a portion of this festival located in 
Downtown Syracuse adjacent to the center. Project staff and NYSDOT were on 
hand to discuss the Project and respond to comments. Written comments were 
accepted.  
 

7/30/2019 Noise meeting – 
Area B 

Cicero North Syracuse 
High School 
6002 Route 31 
Cicero 

190 Invited 
29 Attended 

NYSDOT hosted meetings for purposes of focusing on preliminary results of the 
noise analysis for the community grid and viaduct alternatives. 

8/2/2019 Destiny Wolf Road 
Albany 

4 Destiny discussed inner harbor improvements, Bear Street Corridor, and other 
transportation related issues associated with the Destiny Mall. 

8/3/2019 CNY Latino 
Festival 

Clinton Square 
Syracuse 

 Spanish-speaking Project team members and a Spanish interpreter staffed an 
informational booth at this festival to speak to attendees about the Project and 
provide Project information. Display boards and written materials were available. 
Written comments were accepted.   

8/12/2019 Consulting Parties NYSDOT Region 3 office, 
7th floor Admin Training 
Conference room 

 Briefing to Consulting Parties. 

8/12/2019 Onondaga Tribal 
Nation 

NYSDOT Region 3 office, 
7th floor Admin Training 
Conference room 

4 Briefing to Consulting Parties. 

8/14/2019 Noise meeting – 
Area A 

Henninger High School 
600 Robinson St.  
Syracuse 

130 Invited 
65 Attended 

NYSDOT hosted meetings for purposes of focusing on preliminary results of the 
noise analysis for the community grid and viaduct alternatives. 

8/15/2019 Noise meeting – 
Area D 

DeWitt Community Room 
148 Sanders Creek Pkwy 
East Syracuse 

85 Invited 
8 Attended 

NYSDOT hosted meetings for purposes of focusing on preliminary results of the 
noise analysis for the community grid and viaduct alternatives. 

8/17/19 Youth Day BBQ-
Backpack 
Giveaway Event 

South Salina & Wood 
Avenue 

 NYSDOT attended this event, providing members of environmental justice 
communities the opportunity to provide their input on the Project. Attendees 
were offered comment sheets to submit their comments in writing. 
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8/28/2019 CNY Regional 
Planning Board 

SMTC Conference Room 20 Briefing on the content of the pDEIS.  Feedback: Diverted truck traffic through 
the Finger Lakes as a result of the CG, Timeframe for construction activities, 
Noise wall analysis. 

8/30-
31/2019 

La Feria at the 
New York State 
Fair  

NYS Fair 
581 State Fair Blvd. 
Syracuse 

 Spanish-speaking Project team members and a Spanish interpreter staffed an 
informational booth set up at La Feria, part of the New York State Fair, to speak 
to attendees about the Project and provide Project information. Display boards 
and written materials were available. Written comments were accepted.   

9/5/2019 CenterState CEO CenterState CEO 
East Fayette Street 
Syracuse 

10 Review draft CenterState comments, Almond corridor width, Transit, 
Community benefit enhancements, Noise wall analysis, Jobs, Maintenance outside 
of curb, Signal coordination, MLK roundabout. 

9/11/2019 Community 
meeting – Town of 
Salina 

Chestnut Hill Middle 
School 
200 Saslon Park Drive 
Liverpool 

194 Public meeting consisted of a recorded presentation and informal open house 
using materials and information presented at the 6/18/19 Open House.  The 
open house portion included numerous display boards, a video impact 
assessment, which consisted of specific viewpoints comparing existing conditions 
with proposed conditions for the community grid and viaduct alternatives. The 
video was set to loop on a continuous basis throughout the meeting. NYSDOT 
staff were on hand to discuss the Project with attendees. Spanish-language 
interpreters were available. Written comment forms were available. 

9/17/2019 Downtown 
Committee of 
Syracuse 

Tech Garden Theatre 20 Briefing on the content of pDEIS.         Feedback: Comments on pDEIS is 
forthcoming from Downtown Committee.  Focused on maintaining aesthetically 
pleasing characteristics downtown.  Southern Gateway.  Financing the project. 
Access to business during construction.        

9/18/2019 Syracuse Housing 
Authority - 
Toomey Abbott 

Toomey Abbott 75 Briefing on the content of pDEIS with a focus on area adjacent to Toomey 
Abbott.                                                 Feedback: Concerned with access to 
Toomey Abbott.  Jobs for minorities, clarify that no one will be forced to relocate 
from their homes.  Construction impact concerns related to air quality, noise, and 
dust.  Impact to Wilson Park.  Viability of window replacement. 

9/18/2019 Syracuse Housing 
Authority - Pioneer  
Homes 

Wilson Park Community 
Center 

39 Briefing on the content of pDEIS with a focus on area adjacent to Pioneer 
Homes.  
Feedback: Advocacy for apprenticeship and traineeship programs.  Transit 
accommodations during construction, property impacts. Noise barrier installation 
during construction.  Protecting children attending MLK Elementary School.  
Sidewalk accommodations during construction. 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

9/19/2019 CNY CLU NYSDOT Region 3 office, 
7th floor Planning 
conference room 

3 CNYCLU provided their comments on the pDEIS.  See comments in DEIS.  
Topics include environmental protections during construction for Dr. King 
School, Wilson Park impacts, Protecting the Environmental Justice Community, 
Long term vision plan. 

9/22/2019 
 

Westcott Street 
Cultural Fair– 
project information 
booth 

Westcott St. 
Syracuse 

 Project team members and NYSDOT staffed an informational booth set up at 
festival to provide Project information and discuss the Project with attendees. 
Written comments were accepted.  

9/25/2019 East Genesee 
Regent Association 
(EGRA) 

Phoebe's Restaurant 20 EGRA district is bound by Almond Street, Erie Boulevard, Madison Street, Pine 
Street, with East Genesee Street, and East Fayette Street.  The members consist 
of business owners, property owners, and not for profits.       Feedback: 
Expressed support for Community Grid Alternative and were specifically 
interested with the work along Crouse, Irving, and Almond Streets.  Quite a bit of 
discussion concerning the timing of construction (Crouse & Irving Phase 1) (& 
Almond Phase 2). Parking elimination on street, land freed up under CG, Access 
issues to businesses during construction. 

10/16/2019 Loretto NYSDOT Region 3 office, 
7th floor Planning 
conference room 

7 Loretto is considering a new driveway and entrance off from Route 173 to access 
their facility.  They would try to parallel the Interstate and would require the 
acquisition of two homes.  This section of 173 is owned by the City of Syracuse 
so a follow up meeting with them is necessary.  Water pressure to their facility is a 
problem and cannot be addressed by water supply on the East Glen Avenue 
bridge.  A discussion concerning closure of Fillmore was also discussed to 
prevent pass thru traffic on private Loretto property if the new access off 173 was 
developed. 

10/16/2019 Town Supervisors 
& Mayors of 
Onondaga County  

OP Training Center 
5450 S. Bay Road 
North Syracuse 

30 Briefing on the content of the pDEIS.  Feedback: Much conversation about 
changes to travel patterns on existing I481, new Business Loop 81, and Route 5 
in Dewitt.  Traffic Analysis process.  Discussed drawbacks to tunnel alternatives 
as a viable build solution for the project.  Conversation about transportation 
deficiencies outside the I81 Viaduct project mostly in the suburbs.  Construction 
cost should not be a consideration as elected officials have promised they would 
get the necessary funding for the project the community wants.  Explained level 
of service and signalized intersections along Business Loop 81.  Very educational 
for supervisors and mayors to clarify some of the misinformation in the public. 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

10/22/2019 Urban Jobs Task 
Force 

I-81 Outreach Center 8 Workforce development/opportunities for training and local hiring.  Discussion 
with Board Members of the Urban Jobs Task Force focused on collaborative 
efforts to create local jobs and establish workforce development programs related 
to the I81 Viaduct project.  The meeting agenda included such ideas as terms and 
conditions in PLA's, creating a "Big Table" for all interested parties to meet and 
share ideas, new special specifications being drafted by NYSDOT Civil Rights 
Division for apprenticeship programs. 

10/23/2019 Destiny Destiny USA 5 Commissioner Dominguez meet and greet of Destiny Officials. General 
discussion of I-81 Viaduct Project as it relates to Destiny and the Inner Harbor 
area. 

10/24/2019 NYSDEC NYSDEC Region 7 office 
615 Erie Blvd. West 
Syracuse 

 Meeting was a follow up to the August 15, 2019 agency coordination meeting.  
The purpose was to further discuss proposed stormwater management, combined 
sewer overflow reductions, and construction dewatering aspects of the proposed 
alternatives. 

10/29/2019 St. Joseph's Health St. Joseph's Hospital 
Defuria Conference Room 

25 Community Meeting format for employees & adjoining neighborhood. 

10/31/2019 Newsmaker, 
Channel 9 WSYR 

WSYR Offices 
Bridge Street 
East Syracuse 

 https://www.localsyr.com/news/newsmakers/newsmakers-10-31-2019/ 

11/01/2019 CenterState CEO 
& SMTC 

NYSDOT Region 3 office, 
7th floor Planning 
conference room 

6 Meeting held to discuss two UPWP applications submitted by CenterState to 
SMTC for consideration.  First dealt with communicating that Downtown and 
surrounding communities are open for business during the construction of I81.  
This would include a marketing campaign and heightened communications with 
stakeholders.  The second request was to analyze the lack of  convenient 
accessible points between BL81 and South Salina Street, including development 
of challenges related to geometry and grade, methods for attracting and managing 
increased traffic volumes entering the South Side neighborhood from the 
proposed business loop 81.   Both applications were withdrawn after discussion 
of the NEPA process and potential confusion it could cause in the community 
while the I81 project is being developed. 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

11/06/2019 City of Syracuse & 
Loretto 

I-81 Outreach Center 7 This stakeholder engagement was a follow up to the DOT and Loretto meeting 
held on October 16, 2019.   The city was briefed on the possible new driveway 
entrance off Route 173 that could necessitate the closure of Fillmore Street to all 
vehicles except emergency vehicles.  No commitments from the City was 
provided that this access point would be approved.  A brief discussion was had 
concerning the Dialysis Center next to Irving Avenue and between Erie 
Boulevard and Water Street.  A request to make Water Street one way between 
Crouse and Irving was made by Peter Muserlian. 

11/07/2019 National Grid NYSDOT Region 3 office, 
7th floor Admin Training 
conference room 

12 Briefing on the content of the pDEIS with an emphasis on the National Grid 
impacts associated with the Community Grid Alternative.  Feedback: a better 
understanding of the magnitude of utility impacts was discussed and the need to 
work collaboratively to resolve relocation of electric and gas utilities.  Future 
meetings will be set up next year to go corridor by corridor to coordinate when 
utilities will need to be relocated. 

11/15/2019 City of Syracuse City Hall 7 Mayor and Commissioner Meet and Greet 

11/21/2019 MACNY MACNY Board Room, 
5788 Widewaters Parkway 
Dewitt, NY 

15 Briefing on the content of the pDEIS.  Feedback: Use of phone technology to 
direct travelers during construction and after.  Construction timeframes. 

12/04/2019 Centro I-81 Outreach Center 7 Discussion concerning transit related to the Community Grid.  Centro does not 
utilize I81 Viaduct very often and is most focused on getting buses under the 
Viaduct to serve the Downtown, University Hill, South Side, Destiny, etc.  Centro 
supports the CG alternative as the best solution for their operations and 
community at large.  Discussed Park-N-Ride locations during construction to 
minimize travel impacts for commuters getting to work.  Any Park-N-Ride 
facilities included for the project would be incorporated into our contract with 
the contractor to provide services.  New bus purchases typically take 18 months, 
and staffing new services is becoming more difficult due to the lack of drivers.  
Discussed the construction schedule and that there will not be major construction 
to I81 & I690 in downtown Syracuse during Phase I.  Any Park-N-Ride assistance 
would be in Phase II.  Centro was going to look at the plans to see if they concur 
with the transit stops. 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

12/13/2019 DEC & Onondaga 
County Water & 
Environmental 
Protection 
(OCWEP) 

NYSDOT Region 3 office, 
7th floor Admin Training 
conference room 

12 Overview of project and where we are in the project development process.  DOT 
presented plan for addressing stormwater deficiencies on the project.  Agreed to 
follow up in 2020 to review and discuss conflicts within specific project locations.  
Need to discuss opportunities for future independent projects to connect to our 
stormwater system. 

2/12/2020 DEC & Onondaga 
County Water & 
Environmental 
Protection 
(OCWEP) 

Syracuse State Office 
Building  

8 Discuss proposed stormwater and sanitary sewer design issues.  This meeting was 
a follow up from the 12/13/19 meeting to discuss specific stormwater impacts 
on the I-81 Viaduct Project. 

2/20/2020 City of Syracuse Syracuse State Office 
Building 

5 Review parking implications as a result of the build alternatives included in 
pDEIS.  Discuss strategy for hosting Big Table meeting on jobs.  Review 
stormwater sanitary impacts as a result of build alternatives. 
 

2/28/2020 CNY Area Labor 
Federation, AFL-
CIO 

Syracuse State Office 
Building 

3 Met with the president of CNY Area Labor Federation, AFL-CIO to discuss both 
build alternatives and associated labor benefits for moving forward with the 
project. 

3/12/2020 Southside Group 
Centerstate 

Syracuse State Office 
Building 

3 Meeting to discuss formation of a newly formed Southside group to work with 
DOT. The Southside group would discuss potential gateway features at the MLK 
intersection with Business Loop 81, focus on southside aesthetics and help DOT               
to further engage the community on the southside. 

3/13/2020 City of Syracuse Syracuse State Office 
Building 

10 Discuss proposed combined sewer separation, stormwater drainage system, 
impacts to the City of Syracuse’s drainage system and future opportunities for 
additional combined sewer separation. 
 

3/18/2020 City of Syracuse Syracuse City Hall 8 Collaboration between DOT and the City of Syracuse on the Job Big Table 
initiative. 

4/28/2020 SMTC Policy 
Committee 

Webex 30 Project status update for SMTC policy members.  Update the MPO’s 
Transportation Improvement Program to reflect up to date expenditures and 
anticipated cost for the next two federal fiscal years. TIP and STIP updated as a 
result of this engagement. 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

5/11/2020 Onondaga County 
Water & 
Environmental 
Protection 
(OCWEP) 

Online 10 Discuss proposed stormwater and sanitary sewer design issues and potential 
conflicts with existing underground facilities. 

5/18/2020 National Grid Online 18 Discuss potential electric and gas utility conflicts within the southern I-81/I-481 
interchange.  National Grid discussed the lead time necessary to relocate major 
electrical lines adjacent to the Interstate 81 and 481 corridors. 

5/20/2020 City of Syracuse 
City Council 

Webex 30 Overview of the project status and where DOT is in the project development 
process. A question and answer session was also held with City Council members. 

5/20/2020 NYS Department 
of Environmental 
Conservation 

Online 18 Overview of the NYSDOT projects in Central New York including the I-81 
Viaduct Project.   

7/16/2020 Southside Group 
Centerstate 
City of Syracuse 

Online 5 Further collaboration with Centerstate/City in the establishment of a Southside 
working group. 

7/17/2020 Northside Up 
Group 

Online 3 Discussion with Northside Up group on the comments made on the pDEIS. 

7/22/2020 City of Syracuse Webex 5 Follow up discussion on parking implications as a result of the two build 
alternatives. 
 

8/13/2020 City of Syracuse 
Big Table 
Overview 

Zoom Call 175 Key policy decisions, actions needed to maximize job training, local hiring 
initiatives. Presentations made from elected officials, DOT, job advocacy groups, 
labor, and others. 
 

8/26/2020 Onondaga County 
Water & 
Environmental 
Protection 
(OCWEP) 

Online 9 Discuss ability of the proposed NYSDOT stormsewer to handle additional 
stormsewer separation projects progressed by the county/city and to discuss 
potential conflicts that the project may have with the existing Butternut St and 
Burnet Ave combined sewer trunk lines.   
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if available 

General Purpose of Meeting  

9/2/2020 City of Syracuse City Hall Conference 
Room 

10 Follow up discussion on jobs initiative collaboration with the City and DOT on 
the next steps related to the job’s initiative.  New committees will be established 
to progress this initiative. 
 

10/16/2020 City of Syracuse - 
Big Table Funding 
Group 
 

Webex  10 City has developed work groups around the I-81 Big Table to further plan and 
implement the Syracuse Build Initiative. Those work groups include CWA/PLA, 
DBE certification, Apprenticeship/Traineeship and Funding workgroup. 

10/26/2020 City of Syracuse - 
Big Table Funding 
Group 

Webex 10 City has developed work groups around the I-81 Big Table to further plan and 
implement the Syracuse Build Initiative. Those work groups include CWA/PLA, 
DBE certification, Apprenticeship/Traineeship and Funding workgroup. 
 

10/29/2020 City of Syracuse - 
Big Table Funding 
Group 

Webex 10 City has developed work groups around the I-81 Big Table to further plan and 
implement the Syracuse Build Initiative. Those work groups include CWA/PLA, 
DBE certification, Apprenticeship/Traineeship and Funding workgroup. 
 

11/5/2020 Assemblyman 
Bill Magnarelli  

Webex 8 Discussed Job Initiative possibilities within DOT contracts.  DOT requested to 
engage with Department of Labor on creation of Apprenticeship and Training 
Programs. 

11/5/2020 Moving People 
Transportation 
Collation  

Webex 20 DOT participated on a Webex call with the members of the MPTC.  Discussed 
comments made by the MPTC on the pDEIS. 

12/14/2020 City of Syracuse - 
Big Table Funding 
Group 
. 

Conference Call 4 Discussion between the City and State on the progress made related to the City's 
Job Initiative. 

12/18/2020 Northside Up 
Coalition 
 

Online 2 Discussion with the chair of the Northside Up Group related to their group's 
comments on the pDEIS. 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if Available 

General Purpose of Meeting 

2/12/2021 
 

City of Syracuse   
I-81 Working 
Groups 

Webex 2 DOT and City of Syracuse are establishing 5 work groups to assist both parties in 
an effort to collaborate on a number of topics.  The Work Group committee is 
made up of employees from the City and State and will focus on Public 
Information, Public Safety, Infrastructure, Land Use/Aesthetics and 
Transportation.  These work groups are anticipated to continue into the construct 
phases. 

3/5/2021 Senator John 
Mannion 
 
 

NYSDOT Region 3, 7th 
Floor Planning Conf Rm 
& Webex 
 

10 I-81 briefing of the new Senator Mannion and his staff.  Senator is supportive of 
the Community Grid Alternative.  Discussed proposed work along the I-481 
corridor, labor, DBE, and CNY job initiatives. 
 

3/31/21 
 

Consulting Party 
Section 106 
Meeting 
 

Webex 30 Consulting Party meeting to review Section 106 process and results. 

4/16/21 
 

City of Syracuse   
I-81 Working 
Group - 
Transportation 
 

Webex 10 Working Group April meeting.  Discussed city and state maintenance and utility 
agreements. Betterment process for water and sewer work. Briefly discussed 
detour routes during construction and how DOT plans to implement 
construction projects downtown. 
 

4/19/21 
 

I-81 Jobs Big Table 
Session Three 
 

Webex 75 Update on Syracuse Build Initiative. 

4/23/21 City of Syracuse   
I-81 Working 
Group - Land 
Use/Aesthetics 

Webex 10 Working group April meeting.  Discussed public art at key entrances and 
intersections. Streetscape and gateway designs were also discussed. 

5/4/21 Syracuse City 
School District 
 

Webex 6 MLK School operation during construction.  Pedestrian/bike/vehicle/transit 
access to school during construction. 
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Date Organization/ 
Individuals 

Location Estimated 
Attendance, 
if Available 

General Purpose of Meeting 

5/25/21 Syracuse Housing 
Authority 

SHA Conference 
Room/Webex 

17 The purposes of this meeting were to provide an update on the I-81 Viaduct 
project, discuss potential surplus transportation right-of-way, and discuss other 
topics as identified by the Syracuse Housing Authority.  The meeting focused 
primarily on the Community Grid Alternative and associated potential effects to 
the Syracuse Housing Authority, Pioneer Homes, Toomey Abbott and the 
Southside. 
 

5/26/21 Central NY 
Chapter of NY 
Civil Liberties 
Union 

NYS DOT R3, 7th floor 
Conference Room/Webex 

15 The purposes of this meeting were to provide an update on the I-81 Viaduct 
project, discuss potential surplus transportation right-of-way, and discuss topics 
from the CNYCLU’s “Building a Better Future” document.  The meeting focused 
primarily on the Community Grid Alternative and associated potential effects to 
the local environmental justice communities, such as those within Pioneer 
Homes, STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School, and the Southside. 
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